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Introduction
Students will design an alternative architectural project by creating urban prototypes for the 
Colombian capital of Bogotá. Replicable typologies, integrated infrastructure, and innovative 
urban scenarios will be generated that challenge conventional approaches to urban 
development, mobility, and open space. Bogotá is an emerging city that faces many of the 
same problems that come with the pressures of the global urbanization process in the 21st 
century. A post-conflict city in transition, one that is seeking a new identity in the midst of a 
peace process, is apt for a reformulation of its fragmented urban fabric in the central city. In 
this context, the design studio is seeking advanced opportunities to create an inclusive urban 
vision for the next metropolis. 

The public space in the city of Bogotá was lost decades ago to social and political turmoil, 
and it is now, that this space will have to be reconquered. The focus area will be in 
the historic center, and its network of streets, squares, parks, and their adjacent built 
environment around Plaza de Los Mártires and Avenida Caracas. Along this main artery of 
the city, the new “Metro de Bogotá” is currently in the planning process, an elevated metro 
system that will drastically be changing the urban fabric and value of real-estate in the area. 
This urban revolution is creating the immense opportunity to develop an experimental city 
vocabulary in the three-dimensional cityscape thinking through various scales and hybrid 
programming.

Supported by the Chair of Landscape Architecture of Prof. Christophe Girot, the studio will 
collaborate with representatives from the City of Bogotá’s Planning Department, associated 
local and international partners and experts from the Universidad Nacional in Bogotá.

Methodology
Students will design housing projects that encompass both temporary and longer-term 
interventions at the scale of a city block, while generating an overall urban vision that 
challenges conventional approaches to issues related to public space, mobility, environment, 
and culture.

Students will undertake research by studying existing international test cases, formulating 
their design hypothesis, planning urban scenarios, modeling their designs through various 
formats, and communicating their intentions in a series of critiques and reviews. Students 
will be encouraged to develop an individual and critical position on the potential role of the 
architect to guide a design process within broader social, political and economic systems.

A series of lectures, screenings, readings, and discussions will accompany the design 
program. These will be given by selected experts from the fields of architecture, urbanism, 
landscape, building technologies and associated disciplines, as well as experts from the 
Urban-Think Tank Chair. Workshops and in-studio tutorials will be provided to train 
students in effective methods of representing complex ideas through visual media.

INTRODUCTION

The studio will explore new building 
typologies for reclaiming the public spaces 
and urban landscapes in the area of Plaza 
de Los Mártires along a newly planned 
metro line in the city of Bogotá.

Students will propose architectural 
projects that react to the existing built 
legacy while generating an overall urban 
vision that tackles issues related to 
infrastructure, preservation, environment, 
mobility, tourism, and resource.
Special emphasis will be given to the 
integration of public spaces such as parks 
and the adjacent built neighborhoods.
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GEOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW 

PRESENT SCENARIO: COLOMBIA
COUNTRY PROFILE
Geographic Overview
Facts, Figures and Maps

Capital
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Land Use

Environmental  
Issues 

Bogotá

According to the 2005 census, the four cities with more than 
1 million population are: Bogotá (4,300,000; Greater Bogotá, 
6,776, 009), Medellín (2,223,078), Cali (2,068,386), and 
Barranquilla (1,380,437). These cities are also the four major 
industrial centers.

The fourth-largest country in South America, Colombia 
measures 1,138,910 square kilometers

Colombia has 20,000 kilometers of rivers. Its principal rivers 
are the Magdalena, 1,540 kilometers; the Putumayo, 1,500 
kilometers; and the Cauca, 1,014 kilometers.

Climate: Mainly as a result of differences in elevation, 
Colombia has a striking variety in temperatures, with little 
seasonal variation. The habitable areas of the country are 
divided into three climatic zones: hot (tierra caliente; below 
900 meters in elevation), temperate (tierra temblada; 900–
2,000 meters), and cold (tierra fría; 2,000 meters to about 
3,500 meters).

Colombia is well endowed with agricultural export products, 
energy resources, and minerals. These resources include 
coal, coffee, copper, emeralds, flowers, fruits, gas, gold, 
hydropower, iron ore, natural nickel (also known as Millerite, 
a compound that is a natural nickel sulphide), petroleum, 
platinum, and silver. Colombia ranks first in Latin America 
for its coal reserves, fourth for natural gas and sixth for oil. In 
addition, the country is second only to Brazil in hydroelectric 
potential.

Colombia’s arable land is located mostly in patches on the 
Andean mountainsides. In 2005 an estimated 2.01 percent of 
the total land area was arable (approximately 21,000–23,000 
square kilometers). The amount of arable land has declined.

The 1991 constitution codifies new environmental protection 
legislation, including the creation of specially protected zones, 
of which Colombia had 443 in 2003, mostly in forest areas 
and national parks. Colombia has an extraordinarily high 
percentage of its total land area designated as a protected area 
(72.3 percent in 2003). As a result of soil erosion, 65 percent 
of the country’s municipalities are facing water shortages. 
Only about one-third of Colombia’s 1,098 municipalities have 
adequate  Treatment systems for contaminated waters.

Source Fig 2, Fig 3: Sustainable Colombia, 
A comprehensive Colombian Footprint - 
Global Footprint Network, June 2010

 

Source: Library of Congress – Federal 
Research Division Country Profile: 
Colombia, February 2007 

FACTS AND FIGURES MAJOR CITIES OF COLOMBIA

Map Source: Rodriguez Vitta 2011.

Fig 1: Location: Colombia

Fig 2: Colombian Ecological 
Footprint and Land use 

Fig 3: Colombian Ecological 
Footprint and Land use 

Source Fig 1: SISTEMA DE CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 2012
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CLIMATIC TYPES 

Map Source: Data sources: Köppen types 
calculated from data from WorldClim.org  
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Colombia_koppen.svg

LAND USE

Map Source: https://www.populationdata.
net/cartes/colombie-utilisation-des-
terres/
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 DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW 

PRESENT SCENARIO: COLOMBIA
COUNTRY PROFILE
Demographic Overview
Facts, Figures and Maps
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Ethnic Groups
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4.3 million. Colombia has a largely urban population. By 2005 
the urban population had increased to 75 percent. About 35 
percent of the total population is concentrated in four major 
cities

Estimates of population density (inhabitants per square 
kilometer) have varied, ranging from 37 in 2000 to 44 in 
2005.

The net migration rate in 2006 was –0.3 migrant(s) per 
1,000 population. Migration from rural to urban areas has 
been prevalent. The move to urban areas reflects not only a 
shift away from agriculture but also a flight from guerrilla 
and paramilitary violence. According to the 2005 census, 
1,542,915 Colombians were victims of forced displacement 
between 1995 and 2005, but the actual number may be 
between 2 and 3 million, according to NGO’s

Colombia has a relatively young population, with about 30.3 
percent in the 0–14 age-group and about 80 percent of the 
population under age 45. 

20.48 per 1,000 population. 71.99 years (males, 68.15 years; 
females, 75.96 years)

The 2005 census defines ethnic groups as being the Afro- 
Colombian, indigenous, and gypsy populations. It defines the 
Afro-Colombian population as including blacks, mulattoes 
(mixed black and white ancestry), and zambos (mixed Indian 
and black ancestry) who account for 14% of the population. 
The “nonethnic population” (whites and mestizos—those 
of mixed white and Amerindian ancestry) constituted 86 
percent of the national population.
Class Factor: The upper class, constituting 5 percent of the 
population, is overwhelmingly white; the middle class, 20 
percent, is mostly mestizo; and the lower class, 75 percent, 
is proportionately mestizo, Afro-Colombian, and indigenous 
who live in both urban and rural areas
Urban-Rural Factor: The populations of major cities are 
primarily white and mestizo. Most indigenous people and 
Afro-Colombians live in rural areas

The census data also indicated that 37.2 percent of the 
population had attained basic primary education; 31.7 
percent, secondary; 7 percent, professional; and 1.3 percent, 
specialized studies (master’s or doctorate). The percentage of 
the population without any education was 10.5 percent.

FACTS AND FIGURES

LOW-INCOME 

MIDDLE- INCOME

HIGH INCOME

Source Fig 1: Sustainable Colombia, A 
comprehensive Colombian Footprint - 
Global Footprint Network, June 2010

Source: Library of Congress – Federal 
Research Division Country Profile: 
Colombia, February 2007 

URBAN DENSITY BY MUNICIPALITY IN COLUMBIA

Map Source: Rodriguez Vitta 2011.

Fig 1: Colombian Ecological Footprint and 
Land use by Class 



24 25

PRINCIPAL COMMERCIAL CORRIDORS

Map Source: SISTEMA DE CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 2012

QUALITY OF LIFE INDEX

Map Source: SISTEMA DE CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 2012
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC OVERVIEW 

PRESENT SCENARIO: COLOMBIA
COUNTRY PROFILE
Social, Political and Economic Overview 
Facts, Figures and Maps

Social Issues
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Administrative 
Divisions

Serious social problems include high rates of criminal 
violence, extensive societal discrimination against women, 
child abuse, and child prostitution; widespread child labor; 
extensive societal discrimination against indigenous people 
and minorities; drug addiction; poverty; and displacement of 
the rural population.

After having reached a low of 50 percent in 1997, the 
proportion of the population living below the poverty 
line exceeded 60 percent in 2005. The percentage of the 
population living in extreme poverty in 2005 was 15 percent, 
down from 26 percent in 2002, although in rural areas the 
incidence of extreme poverty could be as high as 40 percent.

In 2006 Colombia had the fifth-largest economy in Latin 
America, a status that was expected to continue.

The GDP totaled an estimated US$133.7 billion in 2006. The 
estimated origins of GDP by sector in 2006 were agriculture, 
12 percent; industry, 35.2 percent (including manufacturing, 
about 15 percent); and services, 52.7 %

During 2001–5, the working-age population grew by 1.9 
percent and the labor force by 1.4 percent. Colombia has a 
generally well-educated and trained workforce, which totaled 
an estimated 20.5 million people in 2005

The national unemployment rate has declined since 2000, 
when it reached a high of 19.7 percent. By 2005 it had dropped 
to an estimated 11.8 percent, but it rose to 12.7 percent in the 
third quarter of 2006. Underemployment, which has affected 
more than 30 percent of the working population since 2001, 

The Republic of Colombia is a constitutional, multiparty 
democracy under the constitution of July 1991.  A unitary 
republic with a strong presidential regime, the national 
government has executive, legislative, and judicial branches.

The 1991 constitution converted Colombia’s four intendancies 
(intendencias) and five commisaryships (comisarías) 
into administrative departments (departamentos 
administrativos). These departments are divided into 
municipalities (municipios), each headed by a mayor (alcalde). 
Colombia had 1,061 municipalities in the 1993 census, but 
by 2005 that number had grown to 1,098. The charter also 
allows the creation of indigenous territories as self-governing 
territorial entities. The country’s capital, Bogotá, is a separate 
capital district.

FACTS AND FIGURES

Source Fig 1: UN-HABITAT 2005 Figures
http://cargocollective.com/grayscaled/re-
source-bogota
Fig 2: SISTEMA DE CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 2012

Source: Library of Congress – Federal 
Research Division Country Profile: 
Colombia, February 2007 

Map Source: SISTEMA DE CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 2012

MAP - GROWTH RATE OF GDP 2000-2009

Fig 1: Global Urban Slum Population

Fig 2: Levels of Stratification in Bogotá: 
Percentage of households in each strata.
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IMPACT OF URBAN MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY IMPACT OF TOTAL MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY

Map Source: SISTEMA DE CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 2012

Map Source: SISTEMA DE CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 2012
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GEOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW 

PRESENT SCENARIO: BOGOTÁ
CITY PROFILE
Geographic Overview
Facts, Figures and Maps

Location
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Street Pattern

Bogotá is located at an altitude of 2,640 m (8,660 ft) above 
sea level on the Cordillera Oriental of the Northern Andean 
Mountains. The city is situated at the base of two mountains, 
Guadalupe and Montserrat.

Currently the urban area covers 384.3 km² and the more 
mountainous outlying regions extend 1,222.5 km².

Several rivers, one of which, the San Francisco, passes 
through the city, converge near the southwestern edge of the 
Cundinamarca-Boyacá plateau and form the Funza River 
(Río Funza), also known as the Bogotá River (Río Bogotá). 
This river flows all the way to Tequendama Falls (Salto del 
Tequendama), a vertical waterfall 145 meters (475 feet) 
high. Currently, most of the river’s water is used to power a 
hydroelectric project.

The city average temperature is 14°C (57 °F), varying from 
9ºC (48°F) to 22ºC (71°F). Dry and rainy seasons alternate 
throughout the year. The driest months are December, 
January, February and March; the rainiest are April, May, 
September, October and November. June and July are usually 
rainy periods and August is sunny with high winds.

Within the national context, Bogotá and its area has a high 
urban growth rate. The capital city and the urban nuclei of the 
19 towns that make up the region occupied an estimated area 
of 39,000 hectares in 1998, of which 31,000 corresponded to 
Bogotá and 8,000 to the other towns. Some growth within the 
suburban areas can also be identified, but there are no precise 
estimates. The dynamics of urban growth in the savannah 
have been characterised by a growth in housing, which 
has not been properly followed by a proportional increase 
in infrastructure, generating a situation of pronounced 
unbalance between the population and educational, health 
and recreational services. Public services and employment 
for the new population are mostly provided by Bogotá 

Bogotá’s is connected through the Eldorado airport and the 
Pan-American Highway to other major centers. Although the 
city has a vast network of roads one of the major problems 
is traffic congestion. For several years Bogotá therefore is 
building a new network of closed lanes exclusively for the bus 
system Transmilenio. 

The street pattern of the city is like a rectangular network: 
the streets of north-south direction are called carreras, and 
the streets in an east-west direction called calles. 

Source: http://www.ladatco.com/COL%20
Bogota.htm
http://www.colombiainfo.org/en-us/cities/
bogotá.aspx
Voto Nacional, A Responsible Urban Renewal 
Plan, Penn Design, Fall 2016

FACTS AND FIGURES TOPOGRAPHY AND 
RIVERS

Map Source: Extracted from GIS 
Secretaria Distrital de  Planeacion - 
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C

2.058                
Hectares

6.229
Hectares

Fig 1: Built-up and Open areas in Bogotá

Fig 2: Loss of wetlands in Bogotá

Fig 3: Water use comparison of Bogotá

Source Fig 1: SISTEMA DE CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 2012

Fig 2, Fig 3: : http://cargocollective.com/
grayscaled/re-source-bogota

0 5 Kilometers 10
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Map Source: Governing Urban 
Futures, LSE Cities - 2014

URBAN GROWTH

Map Source: Extracted from GIS
Secretaria Distrital de  Planeacion - 
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C

ROAD NETWORK

0 5 Kilometers 10 0 5 Kilometers 10
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DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW 

PRESENT SCENARIO: BOGOTÁ
CITY PROFILE
Demographic Overview
Facts, Figures and Maps

Population

Population 
Density

Migration and 
Displacement

Demographics

Ethnic Groups

Education 
Index 

Primary and 
Secondary
education

Life 
Expectancy

Under age five 
mortality (per 
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7.6 million people with a share of 16% of Columbia’s total 
population. Bogotá’s population has more than tripled since 
1970. The city is expected to grow at a slower rate of 6.5% 
between 2015 and 2020

15, 058 per sq.km

At the end of 2015, 6.9 million- one tenth of the country’s 
population- were registered as IDP’s in Columbia according 
to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, who 
also calls it “Columbia’s Invisible Crisis”. Bogotá, to a much 
greater extent than the other big cities of the country, has 
been plunged into a constant process of demographic growth 
for the last few decades, strongly influenced by high rates of 
immigration. Rising violence and the impoverishment of the 
country have made Bogotá one of the main recipients of these 
population. For many years, Bogotá hs made insufficient 
attempts to address and curb this problem, which has only 
continued to grow.  

47.5% of the population are male and 52.5% women. Bogotá 
has a young population, with 53% of the city’s population 
under the age of 35, a greater ratio than that of the country as 
a whole. With it’s high proportion of youth, the city also has a 
large number of families, with 64% of households described 
as family households. 

The majority of the population of Bogotá is European or of 
European-mixed descent. The people of mixed descent are 
those of Mestizo origin. This means they are of European, 
mostly Spanish, and indigenous descent.

0.61

100 percent of students complete primary education while 
71.1 percent of them complete secondary education. The 
literacy rate is at 98.30%

78.01 years

22.6

Fig 1:  The case of Bogotá D.C., Colombia, 
Nicolás Rueda-García, UCL -London

FACTS AND FIGURES MAP- URBAN AREAS 

Source: DANE, Population Statistics
https://shared.uoit.ca/shared/faculty-
sites/sustainability-today/publications/
compendium_entries/bogotá.pdf

The case of Bogotá D.C., Colombia, Nicolás 
Rueda-García, UCL -London

Map Source: Extracted from GIS
Secretaria Distrital de  Planeacion - 
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C

Fig 1: Population per age group in Bogotá, 

Fig 2: Comparison of urban density of 
Bogotá

Fig 3: Urban density of Bogotá 0 5 Kilometers 10

Fig 2: http://cargocollective.com/
grayscaled/re-source-bogota

Fig 3: Governing Urban Futures, LSE 
Cities - 2014
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BUILT CONDITION PLOTS AND STREETS

Map Source: Extracted from GIS
Secretaria Distrital de  Planeacion - 
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C

Map Source: Extracted from GIS
Secretaria Distrital de  Planeacion - 
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C

0 5 Kilometers 10 0 5 Kilometers 10
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC  OVERVIEW 

PRESENT SCENARIO: BOGOTÁ
CITY PROFILE
Social, Political and Economic Overview
Facts and Figures
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Poverty rate and 
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Social Issues

Samuel Moreno Rojas

The 1991 National Constitution states in article number 322 
that Santafé de Bogotá3 in its position of capital city of the 
Republic and the Department of Cundinamarca (Constitución 
Política de Colombia 1996: 185), will be organised as a District 
Capital. To enforce this article, the district’s territory was 
divided into 20 localidades, taking into account the social 
and economic characteristics of their inhabitants.

Bogotá’s economy outperforms that of Columbia. Today 
Bogotá is considered to be a service- providing city. With 
a relatively diversified economy, the city’s GDP per capit in 
2014 was approximately $12,000 USD exceeding that of the 
national level. 

US$ 82 billion and 25 % share in country’s GDP

Bogotá’s booming economy is also reflected in its decreasing 
unemployment and poverty rates. In 2015 unemployment 
declined to 9% compared to the country’s average of 9.8%.

4’085,716 people are employed and there is  65.9% employment 
rate

Without access to the skills or education needed to take part  
in Bogotá’s booming service sector, poor residents often find 
employment in the informal economy, working as waste 
pickers, street entertainers or street vendors.

45%

11.6% and 2% respectively

Rapid population growth has caused a strain on the housing 
market in Bogotá. Housing prices have risen sharply. In 
2005, the city estimated a shortage of 370,000 units.

Bogotá has gone to great lengths to change its formerly 
notorious crime rate and its image with increasing success 
after being considered in the 1990s to be one of the most 
violent cities in the world. In 2007 Bogotá suffered 1,401 
murders at a rate of 19 per 100,000 inhabitants, and had a 
further reduction to 16.9 per 100,000 inhabitants in 2012 
(the lowest since 1983).

Source Map 1: The case of Bogotá D.C., 
Colombia, Nicolás Rueda-García, UCL 
-London 

Map 2: http://www.michelecoscia.
com/?p=1130

FACTS AND FIGURES MAPS 

Source: DANE, Population Statistics
https://shared.uoit.ca/shared/faculty-
sites/sustainability-today/publications/
compendium_entries/bogotá.pdf

The case of Bogotá D.C., Colombia, Nicolás 
Rueda-García, UCL -London

Map 1: Spread of Poverty - 2001

Map 2: Dark red blocks indicate the most visited 
neighborhoods during the week  and the white indicates 
the most visited during weekends. 

Map 3:Socio-Economic 
Stratification

Map 4: Employment

Source Map 3, Map 4:
Transport accessibility and social 
inequities: a tool for identification of 
mobility needs and evaluation of transport 
investments , Juan S. Pablo Bocarejo 
Daniel H. Ricardo Oviedo, 2012

Fig 1: Governing Urban Futures, LSE 
Cities - 2014

Fig1: Bogotá Expenditure 
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Fig 1: Governing Urban Futures, LSE 
Cities - 2014

Fig 2: Governing Urban Futures, LSE 
Cities - 2014

Fig 1: Multi-Level Governance Structure Fig 2: Multi-Level Political Representation
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Zonas de origen informal

20 4 Km

285.000
NUEVOS HOGARES

140.000
NUEVAS VIVIENDAS

SISTEMA DE CIUDADES14

�
ZONAS DE ORIGEN INFORMAL EN BOGOTÁ

Fuente: Secretaría Distrital de Planeación.

�
BAJA PRODUCCIÓN DE VIVIENDA EN BOGOTÁ

La producción de vivienda formal no da abasto: entre el 2005 

y el 2009 se conformaron 285.000 nuevos hogares al año, 

mientras que se construyeron 140.000 viviendas anualmente. 

Fuente: DANE.

Los mercados de suelo y vivienda en Colombia están 

caracterizados por complicados esquemas de gestión del 

desarrollo urbano, que incluyen un gran número de trámi-

tes, poca claridad en el régimen de cargas urbanísticas y 

discrecionalidad de los funcionarios públicos. 

Map Source:  SISTEMA DE 
CIUDADES
Una aproximación visual al caso 
colombiano- World Bank, DNP, 

INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS IN BOGOTÁ 
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27%
DE DÉFICIT DE VIVIENDA

15

�
DÉFICIT DE VIVIENDA EN BOGOTÁ

Existen altos déficits de vivienda, situación en la que se encuentra 

el 27% del total de hogares, es decir, 2'216.863 personas: el 

12,56% en déficit cuantitativo y el 14,44%, en déficit cualitativo. 

Fuente: Secretaría Distrital de Planeación.
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Proposed Redevelopment 
(Le Corbusier + Sert & Wiener)

Building as an ObjectPlaza Connections

Historic Center Brunner’s Developments
Urban Fabric

Urban Fabric

Plaza Bolivar Plaza Bolivar Plaza Bolivar

Historic Center

Le CorbusierKarl Brunner
1951 - Modernist Surge 1938 - Pre- Modernsim 

1593 - Colonialists 
Spanish colonialists imposed a European 
style grid after capturing Bogotá in 1593. 
This area remains the oldest urban structure 
of Bogotá.

The pre- modernist period was led by 
Karl Brunner. By 1938 Brunner had built a 
significant amounts of Bogotá to accomodate 
the tripling of the city’s population between 
1900- 1932. He was inspired by the idea of 
streets as designed corridors connecting 
plazas and squares. 

The modernist surge was spreadheaded by 
Le Corbusier who presented a ‘Pilot Plan’ 
for Bogotá in 1947. The plan emphasised 
the urban modernist ideas of the day, 
demonstrating the idea of a residential 
buidlings placed within a matrix of 
surrounding landscape connexted by road 
and motorway.

Independence 
Colombia was declared 
free from Spanish rule in 
1810.

Introduction of 
Railways
Railways were 
first introduced 
in Bogota in 1889. 

Ricardo Olano
Ricardo Olano was a champion of 
modern urban development in 
Colombia in the 1920s first with a 
‘Planos Futuros’ for Medellin and 
later for Bogota (1923- 1925).These 
were the first modern urban 
plans for  Bogota with influences 
from the UK, France and Spain, 
and were later progressed by Karl 
Brunner in the 1930s. 

Urban / Economic Growth
The 1930s urban boom led by Karl 
Brunner, coincided with a period of 
economic growth and prosperity in 
Bogota.

Karl Brunner
Director of the Department for 
Urbanism of Bogota (1933 - 1939) and a 
Town Counsellor to the government 
of Colombia (1935 - 1948), Brunner 
was responsible for most of the 
urban developments in his time. His 
urbanism adhered to the traditional 
European grid introducing new 
boulevards, squares, parks and 
housing neighbourhoods.

Population Boom
Between 1958  and 1964 the 
population of Bogota more 
than doubled from 715,250
to 1,697,311. This was largely 
due to migrants arriving 
from the countryside 
fleeing persecution and 
violence and guerilla 
warfare. Resultingly, Bogota 
was forced to grow informa-
ly and barrios sprang up 
from the strain of rapid 
urbanisation. 

Founding 
Bogota was founded by 
the Spanish in 1538 and 
declared the capital of 
the New Kingdom of 
Granada by Spanish 
conquistador Gonzalo 
Jiménez de Quesada.

Grid City 
The city was planned by 
the Spanish around a 
formal grid framework 
infilled mostly with 
housing blocks. This was 
interspersed with voided 
blocks creating squares, 
markets and assembly 
spaces.

COLONIALISM POST- COLONIAL 

Introduction of Tranvia
Tranvia’s were intro-
duced in 1884 and were 
trams pulled along by 
mules. They were the 
precursor to Bogota’s 
electrified trams. This 
allowed for urban 
expansion as people 
began to live further 
away from the city.
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Power and Politics
After the downfall of Gustavo Rojas in 
1957, Colombia was plunged into 
decades of political instability largely 
a¡ributable to the lack of political 
leadership. Mayorship terms too were 
appointed by the President and for 
short terms ranging from one to three 
years. This made it di¢icult to carry out 
a unified urban vision for development 
and resulted in a stagnation of urban 
progress. The political elite too were 
afraid of the poor so would employ all 
measures possible to maintain social 
class divisions.  

Colombian Conflict
The Colombian conflict 
emerged after the assisna-
tion of Bogota Mayor Jorge 
Gaitan in 1948 and contin-
ues to this day. In 1964 a 
number of guerilla groups 
were formed in opposition 
to the government includ-
ing National Liberation 
Army (ELN) and The 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
who continue to stand as 
the leading threat against 
the Colombian govern-
ment.   

PERIOD OF INSTABILITY 
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 1957 - Period of Instability 2000 - Urban Renewal
Gustavo Rojas Antanas Mockus | Enrique Penalosa

BRT - Transmilenio System
New Autopista and 

Urban Sprawl to the WestPublic Space Corridors

Urban Fabric Public Space

Libraries

Transmilenio

Ciclovia

Urban FabricEl Dorado Airport
Plaza Bolivar Plaza Bolivar

Barrios 

José Sert & Paul Wiener

Sert and Wiener’s proposal was also 
significant through differed greatly 
from Le Corbusier. They maintained 
the historic concept of the grid, 
threading the landscape and nature 
through public space corridors, 
which would open up into squares 
and parks. 

This was a period of rapid informal 
urbanisation due to poor political 
management and leadership. The city 
began to sprawl to the West breaking the 
historic North- South growth pattern 
in response to dictator Gustavo Rojas 
construction of the Autopista Norte 
and planned the location for El Dorado 
Airport.

Bogotá’s urban renewal was a response of a more 
effective governemnt and develolved power to 
local administrations. Mockus and Penalosa dubbed 
‘The Public Space Mayors’ invested heavily in 
changing public life in Bogotá through social and 
public infrastructure means. One of the greatest 
achievements of this period is the Transmilenio bus 
network and new city cycle ways.

Bogotazo / La Violencia 
Admired socialist and Liberal party Mayor 
for Bogota- Jorge Gaitan was a assisnated 
in April 1948 during a presedential cam-
paign. This sparked huge riots dubbed ‘El 
Bogotazo’ and a decade of political unrest 
called ‘La Violencia’.

Le Corbusier
In 1947 Le Corbusier was invited to propose and 
urban plan for Bogota. His work in Bogota termi-
nated in 1951 after the presentation of his key 
work- the Bogota Pilot Plan. His ideas triggering a 
period of modernist thinking and urban strategy 
for the city, even influencing proposals to this 
day.

José Luis Sert & Paul Lester Wiener
Sert and Wiener joined the e�ort in Bogota in 
1948, proposing their own urban regeneration 
plans. They also colaborated closely with 
Corbusier acting as consustants on the 
Regulatory Plan. Their work in Bogota ceased 
in 1953.

Gustavo Rojas
Military Dictator Gustavo Rojas came to 
power in 1953. He ignored the previous plan-
ning e�orts and re-focused developments to 
infrastructure (new motorway, El Dorado 
airport). This move broke the idea of planning 
control to the west and allowed the city to 
grow more rapidly. 

Enrique Penalosa
Janruary 1998 Enrique Penalosa 
commences as 793rd Mayor of 
Bogota. Penalosa championed 
the upgrading of public space 
and urban transport during his 
term, introducing a number of 
parks and the popular Trans-
milenio bus network. He was 
re-elected Mayor in 2015 and will 
serve a term running until 2018. 

Jamie Castro
In 1992 Castro was the 
third elected mayor of 
Bogota. His election 
was part of a national 
e�ort starting in 1991 to 
decentralise powers to 
local government in a 
bid to legitimise Colom-
bian politics. His 
administration put the 
country on a path 
towards more transpar-
ent and e�ective 
government, se�ing the 
stage for his successors 
Mockus and Penalosa.  

MODERNIST SURGE 

1945 1950 1955

Antanas Mockus
Mockus ran two mayoral administrations in 
Bogota. The first term ran between 1995- 
1997 and the second from 2001 - 2003. His 
ambition was to heal the social divisions in 
Bogotano society through the introduction 
of a ‘citizen culture’ which encouraged trust 
and respect amongst citizens. He applied 
these principles to policing, hiring mimes to 
ridicule those who break tra�ic laws; and 
also introduced a ‘thumbs up thumbs 
down’ system where people would flash a 
thumb up card if they see someone doing a 
good deed, or a thumb down card if they 
were acting disapprovingly. His first term in 
o�ice was the first successful initiative to 
bring citizens together since La Violencia.    
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Independence 
Colombia was declared 
free from Spanish rule in 
1810.

Introduction of 
Railways
Railways were 
first introduced 
in Bogota in 1889. 

Ricardo Olano
Ricardo Olano was a champion of 
modern urban development in 
Colombia in the 1920s first with a 
‘Planos Futuros’ for Medellin and 
later for Bogota (1923- 1925).These 
were the first modern urban 
plans for  Bogota with influences 
from the UK, France and Spain, 
and were later progressed by Karl 
Brunner in the 1930s. 

Urban / Economic Growth
The 1930s urban boom led by Karl 
Brunner, coincided with a period of 
economic growth and prosperity in 
Bogota.

Karl Brunner
Director of the Department for 
Urbanism of Bogota (1933 - 1939) and a 
Town Counsellor to the government 
of Colombia (1935 - 1948), Brunner 
was responsible for most of the 
urban developments in his time. His 
urbanism adhered to the traditional 
European grid introducing new 
boulevards, squares, parks and 
housing neighbourhoods.

Population Boom
Between 1958  and 1964 the 
population of Bogota more 
than doubled from 715,250
to 1,697,311. This was largely 
due to migrants arriving 
from the countryside 
fleeing persecution and 
violence and guerilla 
warfare. Resultingly, Bogota 
was forced to grow informa-
ly and barrios sprang up 
from the strain of rapid 
urbanisation. 

Founding 
Bogota was founded by 
the Spanish in 1538 and 
declared the capital of 
the New Kingdom of 
Granada by Spanish 
conquistador Gonzalo 
Jiménez de Quesada.

Grid City 
The city was planned by 
the Spanish around a 
formal grid framework 
infilled mostly with 
housing blocks. This was 
interspersed with voided 
blocks creating squares, 
markets and assembly 
spaces.

COLONIALISM POST- COLONIAL 

Introduction of Tranvia
Tranvia’s were intro-
duced in 1884 and were 
trams pulled along by 
mules. They were the 
precursor to Bogota’s 
electrified trams. This 
allowed for urban 
expansion as people 
began to live further 
away from the city.
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Power and Politics
After the downfall of Gustavo Rojas in 
1957, Colombia was plunged into 
decades of political instability largely 
a¡ributable to the lack of political 
leadership. Mayorship terms too were 
appointed by the President and for 
short terms ranging from one to three 
years. This made it di¢icult to carry out 
a unified urban vision for development 
and resulted in a stagnation of urban 
progress. The political elite too were 
afraid of the poor so would employ all 
measures possible to maintain social 
class divisions.  

Colombian Conflict
The Colombian conflict 
emerged after the assisna-
tion of Bogota Mayor Jorge 
Gaitan in 1948 and contin-
ues to this day. In 1964 a 
number of guerilla groups 
were formed in opposition 
to the government includ-
ing National Liberation 
Army (ELN) and The 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
who continue to stand as 
the leading threat against 
the Colombian govern-
ment.   
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Bogotá was founded by Spanish conquestador Gonzalo Jiménez de 
Quesada in 1538 after driving out the native Musica people from ‘Bacata’- 
Bogotá’s orignal name. The Spanish imposed a European style grid onto 
the city framed by streets 7m wide running east  to west and 10m wide 
carreras running north to south. The construction of Bogotá’s main plaza 
‘Plaza de Bolivar’ was built in 1553 and still remains today. The plaza was 
the central public space of the city, also serving a cathedral adjacent to the 
square. The tranvia tram system was installed in 1884 running north from 
Plaza de Bolivar to Chapinero- an area then outside of the city. This new 
infrastructure allowed citizens to live further from the city center and so 
contributed to the urban growth of the city.  
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Independence 
Colombia was declared 
free from Spanish rule in 
1810.

Introduction of 
Railways
Railways were 
first introduced 
in Bogota in 1889. 

Ricardo Olano
Ricardo Olano was a champion of 
modern urban development in 
Colombia in the 1920s first with a 
‘Planos Futuros’ for Medellin and 
later for Bogota (1923- 1925).These 
were the first modern urban 
plans for  Bogota with influences 
from the UK, France and Spain, 
and were later progressed by Karl 
Brunner in the 1930s. 

Urban / Economic Growth
The 1930s urban boom led by Karl 
Brunner, coincided with a period of 
economic growth and prosperity in 
Bogota.

Karl Brunner
Director of the Department for 
Urbanism of Bogota (1933 - 1939) and a 
Town Counsellor to the government 
of Colombia (1935 - 1948), Brunner 
was responsible for most of the 
urban developments in his time. His 
urbanism adhered to the traditional 
European grid introducing new 
boulevards, squares, parks and 
housing neighbourhoods.

Population Boom
Between 1958  and 1964 the 
population of Bogota more 
than doubled from 715,250
to 1,697,311. This was largely 
due to migrants arriving 
from the countryside 
fleeing persecution and 
violence and guerilla 
warfare. Resultingly, Bogota 
was forced to grow informa-
ly and barrios sprang up 
from the strain of rapid 
urbanisation. 

Founding 
Bogota was founded by 
the Spanish in 1538 and 
declared the capital of 
the New Kingdom of 
Granada by Spanish 
conquistador Gonzalo 
Jiménez de Quesada.

Grid City 
The city was planned by 
the Spanish around a 
formal grid framework 
infilled mostly with 
housing blocks. This was 
interspersed with voided 
blocks creating squares, 
markets and assembly 
spaces.

COLONIALISM POST- COLONIAL 

Introduction of Tranvia
Tranvia’s were intro-
duced in 1884 and were 
trams pulled along by 
mules. They were the 
precursor to Bogota’s 
electrified trams. This 
allowed for urban 
expansion as people 
began to live further 
away from the city.
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Power and Politics
After the downfall of Gustavo Rojas in 
1957, Colombia was plunged into 
decades of political instability largely 
a¡ributable to the lack of political 
leadership. Mayorship terms too were 
appointed by the President and for 
short terms ranging from one to three 
years. This made it di¢icult to carry out 
a unified urban vision for development 
and resulted in a stagnation of urban 
progress. The political elite too were 
afraid of the poor so would employ all 
measures possible to maintain social 
class divisions.  

Colombian Conflict
The Colombian conflict 
emerged after the assisna-
tion of Bogota Mayor Jorge 
Gaitan in 1948 and contin-
ues to this day. In 1964 a 
number of guerilla groups 
were formed in opposition 
to the government includ-
ing National Liberation 
Army (ELN) and The 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
who continue to stand as 
the leading threat against 
the Colombian govern-
ment.   
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PRE- MODERNISM | 1900 - 1946

Bogotá saw a tripling in it’s population between 1900 - 1932 from around 
100,000 - 300,000 inhabitants. In response the first modern urban plans 
were developed for Bogotá spearhdeaded by the businessman Ricardo 
Olano- founding the Bogotá Beautification Society and also developed 
proposals for a new modern Medellin. Olano’s work inspired his sucessor 
Karl Brunner who operated a key role in Bogotá’s urban development 
between 1933- 1948. This was a golden age for building in Bogotá, with 
several new neighborhoods and city upgrading projects lead by Brunner 
completed in time for the 400 year annaversary of the city in 1938. This era 
of urban growth was made possible largely through an period of economic 
prospertiy. 

References
3. Karl Brunner Portrait2. Karl Brunner Study of Central Avenue1. Karl Brunner Diagram for Square Connections

Miguel, J. 2013.  The Bogotá Futuro Plan:  The First Urban Modern-
ization Attempt. p.199

Miguel, J. 2013.  The Bogotá Futuro Plan:  The First Urban Modern-
ization Attempt. p.199

http://www.socialhizo.com/images/entretenimiento/turismo/urban-
ismo-siglo-xx/brunner.jpg 

http://static.iris.net.co/arcadia/upload/imag-
es/2015/5/21/42694_153040_1.jpg

http://fondationlecorbusier.fr/corbuweb/morpheus.aspx?sys-
id=13&irisobjectid=6823&syslanguage=en-en&itempos=181&item-
count=300&sysparentid=15

a c h s c  *  Vol .  40 ,  n.º  2 J u l .  -  dic .  2013 *  i s sn 0120 -2 456 (i m pr e so) -  2256 -5647 (en l í n e a)

[199]

e l  p l a n o  b o g o t á  f u t u r o .  p r i m e r  i n t e n t o  d e  m o d e r n i z a c i Ó n  u r b a n a

figu r a 5 .
“Estudio sobre la construcción de una Avenida Central. Entre carreras 7.ª y 8.ª 
Desde la Plaza de Bolívar hasta el Palacio de la Gobernación”. Andreas Hofer, Karl 
Brunner y el urbanismo europeo en América Latina (Bogotá: Áncora Editores, 2003) 
118, fig. 26.

 
f igu r a 6. 
Calles de Bogotá Futuro 1923-25 reinterpretadas por proyectos de Brunner 1934-1935  
(a color). Las DD. Municipal y Departamental de Obras Públicas “Bogotá Futuro, Proyecto,  
Escala 1:10.000”. Plano e imagen bajo custodia del Museo de Bogotá, del IDPC.

Plazas
Palacio de la Governación
Palacio de Calles

a c h s c  *  Vol .  40 ,  n.º  2 J u l .  -  dic .  2013 *  i s sn 0120 -2 456 (i m pr e so) -  2256 -5647 (en l í n e a)

[199]

e l  p l a n o  b o g o t á  f u t u r o .  p r i m e r  i n t e n t o  d e  m o d e r n i z a c i Ó n  u r b a n a

figu r a 5 .
“Estudio sobre la construcción de una Avenida Central. Entre carreras 7.ª y 8.ª 
Desde la Plaza de Bolívar hasta el Palacio de la Gobernación”. Andreas Hofer, Karl 
Brunner y el urbanismo europeo en América Latina (Bogotá: Áncora Editores, 2003) 
118, fig. 26.

 
f igu r a 6. 
Calles de Bogotá Futuro 1923-25 reinterpretadas por proyectos de Brunner 1934-1935  
(a color). Las DD. Municipal y Departamental de Obras Públicas “Bogotá Futuro, Proyecto,  
Escala 1:10.000”. Plano e imagen bajo custodia del Museo de Bogotá, del IDPC.

Plazas
Palacio de la Governación
Palacio de Calles

Le Corbusier Pilot Plan for Bogotá: Civic Center. 1950. 
Miguel, J. 2013.  The Bogotá Futuro Plan:  The First Urban Modernization Attempt. p.199

1

2

3

4

5

Bogotazo / La Violencia 
Admired socialist and Liberal party Mayor 
for Bogota- Jorge Gaitan was a assisnated 
in April 1948 during a presedential cam-
paign. This sparked huge riots dubbed ‘El 
Bogotazo’ and a decade of political unrest 
called ‘La Violencia’.

Le Corbusier
In 1947 Le Corbusier was invited to propose and 
urban plan for Bogota. His work in Bogota termi-
nated in 1951 after the presentation of his key 
work- the Bogota Pilot Plan. His ideas triggering a 
period of modernist thinking and urban strategy 
for the city, even influencing proposals to this 
day.

José Luis Sert & Paul Lester Wiener
Sert and Wiener joined the e�ort in Bogota in 
1948, proposing their own urban regeneration 
plans. They also colaborated closely with 
Corbusier acting as consustants on the 
Regulatory Plan. Their work in Bogota ceased 
in 1953.

Gustavo Rojas
Military Dictator Gustavo Rojas came to 
power in 1953. He ignored the previous plan-
ning e�orts and re-focused developments to 
infrastructure (new motorway, El Dorado 
airport). This move broke the idea of planning 
control to the west and allowed the city to 
grow more rapidly. 

Enrique Penalosa
Janruary 1998 Enrique Penalosa 
commences as 793rd Mayor of 
Bogota. Penalosa championed 
the upgrading of public space 
and urban transport during his 
term, introducing a number of 
parks and the popular Trans-
milenio bus network. He was 
re-elected Mayor in 2015 and will 
serve a term running until 2018. 

Jamie Castro
In 1992 Castro was the 
third elected mayor of 
Bogota. His election 
was part of a national 
e�ort starting in 1991 to 
decentralise powers to 
local government in a 
bid to legitimise Colom-
bian politics. His 
administration put the 
country on a path 
towards more transpar-
ent and e�ective 
government, se�ing the 
stage for his successors 
Mockus and Penalosa.  

MODERNIST SURGE 

1945 1950 1955

Antanas Mockus
Mockus ran two mayoral administrations in 
Bogota. The first term ran between 1995- 
1997 and the second from 2001 - 2003. His 
ambition was to heal the social divisions in 
Bogotano society through the introduction 
of a ‘citizen culture’ which encouraged trust 
and respect amongst citizens. He applied 
these principles to policing, hiring mimes to 
ridicule those who break tra�ic laws; and 
also introduced a ‘thumbs up thumbs 
down’ system where people would flash a 
thumb up card if they see someone doing a 
good deed, or a thumb down card if they 
were acting disapprovingly. His first term in 
o�ice was the first successful initiative to 
bring citizens together since La Violencia.    
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MODERNIST SURGE | 1947 - 1960

Although some modernist proposals had been made for Bogotá prior to the involement of 
Le Corbusier in 1947, his contribution kickstarted a distinctive period of modernist thinking. 
Architects such as Le Corbusier and Jose Sert and Paul Wiener proposed ‘Pilot Plans’ for 
the redevelopment of Bogotá’s center, which included the demolition and rebuilding of 
the historic town center. Corbusier’s modernist plans took a similar approach in Bogotá 
to his Raidant City proposals for Paris. The ideas focused on the densification of housing 
condensed into tower blocks that were surrounded by landscape and connected by road 
and highway infrastrcuture. Sert and Wiener on the other hand worked within the historic 
grid, strinigng together a series of streets, squares, parks and plazas along a linear urban 
corridor (see maps on following page for reference).

4. Model of Le Corbusier’s ‘Pilot Plan’ for Bogotá 5. Le Corbusier, Josef Sert, and Paul Wiener
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140 Le Corbusier in Bogotá: Precisions around the Master Plan 

Le Corbusier, Master Plan for Bogota (1950): plan BOG 4212 – Civic Center: overview map of areas for housing, work, and phsyical and spiritual recreation. © F. Pizano.

Le Corbusier, Master Plan for Bogota (1950): plan BOG 4209 – Re-
gional: overview map of areas for housing, work, and phsyical and 
spiritual diversion. © F. Pizano.

Le Corbusier, Master Plan for Bogota (1950): plan BOG 4210 – Metropolitan: 
overview map of areas for housing, work, and phsyical and spiritual recrea-
tion. © F. Pizano.

Le Corbusier, Master Plan for Bogota (1950): plan BOG 4211 – Urban: overview map of 
areas for housing, work, and phsyical and spiritual recreation © F. Pizano.

Le Corbusier, Master Urban Plan. 1950. 
Cecelia, M. 2010. Le Corbusier en Bo-
gotá: 1947 - 1951. Precisiones en torno 
al Plan Director. Tomo II, p.140

‹ 40 ›

> La Carrera de la Modernidad  

>Congestión en el centro de Bogotá. 
Revista PROA, número 5, 1947

>Plan Regulador, Wiener & Sert, 1954. 
Instituto Distrital de Patrimonio Cultural - Colección Museo de Bogotá

Carrera 10.indd   40 29/01/10   14:00

Plan Regulador, Wiener & Sert. 1954.
Instituto Distrital de Patrimonio Cultur-
al - Colección Museo de Bogotá
Murica, C; Mendoza, S. 2011. La carrera 
de la modernidad. Construcción de la 

60 Le Corbusier en Bogotá, 1947-1951: Precisiones en torno al Plan Director

Le Corbusier, Plan Director de Buenos Aires: detalle del área central (1938-1940). © Frances Loeb 
Library, Harvard University Graduate School of Design.

Le Corbusier, Plan Piloto de Bogotá: Centro Cívico (BOG 4220). Circulación – separación de peatón 
y automóvil (1950), publicado en Œuvre Complète, Tomo V. © FLC.

Le Corbusier, Plan Piloto de Bogotá: Centro Cívico (BOG 4220). Recrear el cuerpo y el espíritu (1950). 
© IDPC - MdB.

Le Corbusier Pilot Plan for Bogotá: 
Civic Center. 1950. 
Cecelia, M. 2010. Le Corbusier en Bo-
gotá: 1947 - 1951. Precisiones en torno 
al Plan Director. Tomo I, p.59

142 Le Corbusier in Bogotá: Precisions around the Master Plan 

Sert and Wiener, Regulatory Plan for Bogota (1952): Civic Center plan © IDPC–MdB

Sert and Wiener, Regulatory Plan for 
Bogotá. 1952. 
Cecelia, M. 2010. Le Corbusier en Bo-
gotá: 1947 - 1951. Precisiones en torno 
al Plan Director. Tomo II, p.142
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Colombia was burdened by a period of instability between 1948 - 1992 
kickstarted by the assination of popular Mayor of Bogotá Jorge Gaitan 
and the subsequent riots ‘El Bogotazo’ triggering a decade of violence 
and unrest dubbed ‘La Violencia’. The political instability in Bogotá made 
it impossible for the plans of Le Corbusier and Sert and Wiener to be 
implemented. Instead, the rise of authoritarian leader Gustavo Rojas led to 
an emphasis on infrastructure projects to the west of Bogotá, eventually 
breaking Bogotá’s historic north-south growth pattern. Bogotá continued 
to suffer from corrupt government, violence and neglect in the latter half of 
the 20th Century resulting in a run-down, disfunctional and frustrated city. 
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Independence 
Colombia was declared 
free from Spanish rule in 
1810.

Introduction of 
Railways
Railways were 
first introduced 
in Bogota in 1889. 

Ricardo Olano
Ricardo Olano was a champion of 
modern urban development in 
Colombia in the 1920s first with a 
‘Planos Futuros’ for Medellin and 
later for Bogota (1923- 1925).These 
were the first modern urban 
plans for  Bogota with influences 
from the UK, France and Spain, 
and were later progressed by Karl 
Brunner in the 1930s. 

Urban / Economic Growth
The 1930s urban boom led by Karl 
Brunner, coincided with a period of 
economic growth and prosperity in 
Bogota.

Karl Brunner
Director of the Department for 
Urbanism of Bogota (1933 - 1939) and a 
Town Counsellor to the government 
of Colombia (1935 - 1948), Brunner 
was responsible for most of the 
urban developments in his time. His 
urbanism adhered to the traditional 
European grid introducing new 
boulevards, squares, parks and 
housing neighbourhoods.

Population Boom
Between 1958  and 1964 the 
population of Bogota more 
than doubled from 715,250
to 1,697,311. This was largely 
due to migrants arriving 
from the countryside 
fleeing persecution and 
violence and guerilla 
warfare. Resultingly, Bogota 
was forced to grow informa-
ly and barrios sprang up 
from the strain of rapid 
urbanisation. 

Founding 
Bogota was founded by 
the Spanish in 1538 and 
declared the capital of 
the New Kingdom of 
Granada by Spanish 
conquistador Gonzalo 
Jiménez de Quesada.

Grid City 
The city was planned by 
the Spanish around a 
formal grid framework 
infilled mostly with 
housing blocks. This was 
interspersed with voided 
blocks creating squares, 
markets and assembly 
spaces.

COLONIALISM POST- COLONIAL 

Introduction of Tranvia
Tranvia’s were intro-
duced in 1884 and were 
trams pulled along by 
mules. They were the 
precursor to Bogota’s 
electrified trams. This 
allowed for urban 
expansion as people 
began to live further 
away from the city.

1538 1810 1860 1870 1880 1890

PRE- MODERNISM 
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Power and Politics
After the downfall of Gustavo Rojas in 
1957, Colombia was plunged into 
decades of political instability largely 
a¡ributable to the lack of political 
leadership. Mayorship terms too were 
appointed by the President and for 
short terms ranging from one to three 
years. This made it di¢icult to carry out 
a unified urban vision for development 
and resulted in a stagnation of urban 
progress. The political elite too were 
afraid of the poor so would employ all 
measures possible to maintain social 
class divisions.  

Colombian Conflict
The Colombian conflict 
emerged after the assisna-
tion of Bogota Mayor Jorge 
Gaitan in 1948 and contin-
ues to this day. In 1964 a 
number of guerilla groups 
were formed in opposition 
to the government includ-
ing National Liberation 
Army (ELN) and The 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
who continue to stand as 
the leading threat against 
the Colombian govern-
ment.   

PERIOD OF INSTABILITY 

1538 184018201800 1860 1880

COLONIALISM POST- COLONIAL 
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1. After the Bogotazo Riots 2. The Bogotazo and start of the period of ‘La 
Violencia’ after the assisination of Bogotá mayor 
Jorge Eliecer Gaitan

PERIOD OF INSTABILITY | 1948 -1992

Bogotazo / La Violencia 
Admired socialist and Liberal party Mayor 
for Bogota- Jorge Gaitan was a assisnated 
in April 1948 during a presedential cam-
paign. This sparked huge riots dubbed ‘El 
Bogotazo’ and a decade of political unrest 
called ‘La Violencia’.

Le Corbusier
In 1947 Le Corbusier was invited to propose and 
urban plan for Bogota. His work in Bogota termi-
nated in 1951 after the presentation of his key 
work- the Bogota Pilot Plan. His ideas triggering a 
period of modernist thinking and urban strategy 
for the city, even influencing proposals to this 
day.

José Luis Sert & Paul Lester Wiener
Sert and Wiener joined the e�ort in Bogota in 
1948, proposing their own urban regeneration 
plans. They also colaborated closely with 
Corbusier acting as consustants on the 
Regulatory Plan. Their work in Bogota ceased 
in 1953.

Gustavo Rojas
Military Dictator Gustavo Rojas came to 
power in 1953. He ignored the previous plan-
ning e�orts and re-focused developments to 
infrastructure (new motorway, El Dorado 
airport). This move broke the idea of planning 
control to the west and allowed the city to 
grow more rapidly. 

Enrique Penalosa
Janruary 1998 Enrique Penalosa 
commences as 793rd Mayor of 
Bogota. Penalosa championed 
the upgrading of public space 
and urban transport during his 
term, introducing a number of 
parks and the popular Trans-
milenio bus network. He was 
re-elected Mayor in 2015 and will 
serve a term running until 2018. 

Jamie Castro
In 1992 Castro was the 
third elected mayor of 
Bogota. His election 
was part of a national 
e�ort starting in 1991 to 
decentralise powers to 
local government in a 
bid to legitimise Colom-
bian politics. His 
administration put the 
country on a path 
towards more transpar-
ent and e�ective 
government, se�ing the 
stage for his successors 
Mockus and Penalosa.  

MODERNIST SURGE 

1945 1950 1955

Antanas Mockus
Mockus ran two mayoral administrations in 
Bogota. The first term ran between 1995- 
1997 and the second from 2001 - 2003. His 
ambition was to heal the social divisions in 
Bogotano society through the introduction 
of a ‘citizen culture’ which encouraged trust 
and respect amongst citizens. He applied 
these principles to policing, hiring mimes to 
ridicule those who break tra�ic laws; and 
also introduced a ‘thumbs up thumbs 
down’ system where people would flash a 
thumb up card if they see someone doing a 
good deed, or a thumb down card if they 
were acting disapprovingly. His first term in 
o�ice was the first successful initiative to 
bring citizens together since La Violencia.    

URBAN RENEWAL 

PERIOD OF INSTABILITY 

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

1900

URBAN RENEWAL 

19401920 1960 1980 2000 2020

PRE- MODERNISM PERIOD OF INSTABILITY
MODERNISM
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Salvation for the city eventually emerged after the devolving of power from 
national government to local government allowing a series of progressive 
mayors to be elected for Bogotá in the 1990s that helped transform the city. 
Jamie Castro was the first key mayor to help push Bogotá toward a more 
positive future through introducing a more transparent and legitimate 
political scene. Subesequent mayors Antanas Mockus and Enrique Penalosa 
dubbed ‘The Public Space Mayors’ invested heavily in changing public life 
in Bogotá through social and public infrastructure means. Mockus focused 
on impriving civic spirit through introducing a number of social events and 
interventions. Penalosa on the other hand focused more on physical, spatial 
projects such as introducing the Transmilenio bus system and Ciclovia 
cycleways, and the renewing of parks and other public spaces.

4. Transmilenio 5. Ciclovia 6. OMA Bogotá Administrative Center 2013 Winning Entry 

URBAN RENEWAL | 1992 -PRESENT
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HISTORIC CENTER 
BRIEF OVERVIEW
Quick Facts And Figures
Area Information

OVERVIEW

The Historic Center, over centuries 
has remained both a protagonist and 
a spectator of the plans and events 
that have come to define the city. In 
the zone that extends between Carrera 
7 to Avenue Jimenez, and then from 
Avenue Circunvalar and Carrera 8, 
most of the attractions of historical 
and cultural interest are concentrated 
here which date back to the colonial 
period. This valuable heritage includes 
numerous churches, museums, houses, 
squares, squares and buildings of great 
architectural and urban interest. For 
long, the branches of the government 
of national and city level have their 
headquarters here. 

The neighborhood is conformed 
basically by colonial houses that 
measure quarter of block. Due to 
densification, they have been divided 
into many more properties. These 
buildings were designed under the 
pressure of the needs and necessities 
and functions of a past time and in 
order to respond to more contemporary 
users, they have suffered several 
changes inside of them. Today, some 
of these houses have changed from 
residential to commercial and mixed 
uses, shifting the type of population 
as well. Nevertheless, citizens and the 
inhabitants understand and attribute 
in different ways heritage values to the 
area

FACTS AND FIGURES

population :
60.000       0,08%
inhabitants of the Historic center               of the populaiton of Bogota

800.000
people who use educational, commercial, 
civic, tourist and cultural services

floating 
population

Population Growth

0,15%    1,49%
Historic center                               half the city of Bogota

expulsion process
socio-economic strata
household

43,7%   
Low Strata 

55,48%   
Lower-middle Strata 

Jobs
70.586   
jobs generated in the Traditional Center

4,7%  
of employment in the city (source: DANE 2005)

Infrastructure
Services

area of the Traditional Center designated for

35,7%   
road and pedestrian infrastructure 4,5%   

parks and squares3m
of park per inhabitant
      represented mainly by the parque Tercer Milenio

2

50.000 trees    
within the Historic Center 4,3m

of effective public spaces per
inhabitant

2

Housing
471 hectares 
which is 1.1% of the urban land of Bogota

22.138  61% apartments    
31%houses 5.8% tenant rooms

1.2% rooms in other
types of structures

Source:
bogotaturismo.gov.co/centro-historico

http://www.redalyc.org/
html/2970/297044021008/

Source:
https://issuu.com/patrimoniobogota/docs/
prct_idpc

AREA INFORMATION
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NEIGHBORHOODS BUILT CONDITION

Source: Extracted from GIS
Secretaria Distrital de  Planeacion - 
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C

Source: Extracted from GIS
Secretaria Distrital de  Planeacion - 
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C
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LOCALITIES PUBLIC SPACES

 Source:
Secretaria de planecion, POT
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C

Source:
Secretaria de planecion, POT
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C
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LAND USE AREAS OF CULTURAL INTEREST

Source:
Secretaria de planecion, POT
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C

Source:
Secretaria de planecion, POT
Alcaldia Mayor de Bogotá D.C
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OVERVIEW
Historic Grid 
Infrastructure Grid
Infrastructure Grid

PUBLIC SPACES IN BOGOTÁ

1. PLAZA
First established in the colonial era 
by Spanish town planning rules, the 
plaza was the center for governmental,      
social, and religious activities in a city. 
It was open to everyone. In the past, 
on Sundays, the main day for social-
izing, men and women often circulat-
ed in opposite directions. The plaza 
remains one of the most central and 
important gathering spaces in Bogotá.

3. MEMORIAL
Introduced in the late 1800s, memo-
rial parks grew in popularity. They 
were typically dedicated to a hero of 
independence (often Simon Bolivar) 
and were designed around passive 
uses. Some were retrofitted dur ing 
the next century for more active and 
programmed uses, with equipment 
including playgrounds and mechanical 
rides. Memorial parks have been open 
to all. 

4. RECREATION
By the 1930s public sports fields were 
being developed to meet the demand 
for active recreation space. Open to 
everyone, they served mainly the mid-
dle and lower classes, which did not 
have access to private sports clubs.  

5. NEIGHBORHOOD
Small parks in neighborhoods have 
gone in and out of fashion. In the 
1980s, they were “rediscovered” as 
a place for social integra tion and 
substituted for the local village plaza 
of recently arrived immigrants’ former 
homes (Vargas 2003, 14). In Bogotá, 
many were built and/or refurbished 
during Peñalosa administration (1998-
2000). They are open 
to everyone but typically are used by 
the lower to middle classes. 

6. METROPOLITAN
Created in the 1960s and later, met-
ropolitan-scale parks are designed as 
large-scale recreation areas and event 
sites. These parks typically have a very 
diverse set of programs, from sports to 
lake activities and, recently, sometimes 
libraries. The parks are open to all, but 
the bulk of their users are lower- and 
middle-class citizens.

7. CITY CENTER
Relatively recent parks, these are small 
to medium sized and have grown in 
popularity as part of the city’s regen-
eration schemes. Parks are generally 
located near public transit and may 
contain a cultural facility such as a mu-
seum. Open to all. 

8. ECOLOGICAL
These parks have become popular 
since the 1990s. Citizens’ groups 
initiate many of these projects. They 
are open to all but have restrictions 
on use due to the vigilance of the                     
citizens’ groups. They are predominant 
in middle-and upper-class 
neighborhoods.

9. SYSTEM
As in other cities, Bogotano parks are 
now managed as a system. The concept 
of “open space” as a collective term 
first debuted in the 1970s. 

2. LINEAR
Early forms of tree-lined avenues 
(alamedas) are visible in the 1791 
Plan of Bogotá. In the early 1800s,                   
alamedas began to expand the 
boundar ies of the city. The alamedas 
often led to nature spots enjoyed by the 
leisure class and were prime areas to 
show off a new dress, horse, or, later, 
a car. They were open to everyone but 
were predominantly used by the upper 
class into the first half of the twentieth 
century. Contemporary forms of 
alamedas appeared during the public 

 Source:
Learning from bogotá, Pedagogical 
Urbanism and the Reshaping of Public 
Space, Rachel Berney

BOGOTÁ’S PUBLIC SPACE TYPOLOGY

Source:
Learning from bogotá, Pedagogical 
Urbanism and the Reshaping of Public 
Space, Rachel Berney
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EARLY MASS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
THE DEVELOPING PHASE
TRANS MILENIO
METRO BOGOTÁ

EARLY MASS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS

In 1942, when Bogotá had 400 thousand inhab-
itants, the tram provided the public transport 
service, with a high demand (200 thousand 
passengers / day). Carlos Sanz de Santamaría 
proposed the construction of a Metro for Bogotá 
and the reserve of land in a parallel strip

1942

1949 After the events of April 9, 1948, Mayor Fernan-
do Mazuera hired the international urbanist Le 
Corbusier to do the reconstruction studies of the 
city. With the support of ärma Wiesner and Sert, 
Bogotá adopted a work plan that included the 
construction of a railway line

1953
Bogotá, with 700,000 inhabitants, adopted a 
Regulatory Plan for its urban growth, which con-
templated measures to alleviate trafficking, such 
as implementing a Metro along Caracas Avenue, 
widen roads, build stops, regulate the entrance of 
cars to the center 

With about 1.6 million inhabitants in Bogotá, 
Mayor Jorge Gaitán Cortés proposed the con-
struction of the Metro and the Cercanías Train to 
the needs of a growing city.

1974- 1976. Bogotá, with 2.5 million inhabitants, 
revived the idea of using the existing railroad, as 
Metro line.

1963

1974

1981 Ineco - Sofretu, together with Consultoría y 
Sistemas de Colombia, under the mayoralty of 
Hernando Durán Dussan, plan to build three 
underground railway lines and two peripheral 
lines (92.8 km). He advanced the formulation 
of specific studies and bidding documents for a 
Priority Line (23 km)

1987 Bogotá, with 3.9 million inhabitants, welcomed 
the proposal of Intermetro SPA of Italy based on 
rehabilitating 75% of the existing railways (46.4 
km and 29 stations), through three phases of 
construction. The Priority Line deänida had 23 
kilometers in surplus.

Source:
Metro de Bogotá 
http://www.metrodebogota.gov.co/
historia

DEVELOPING PHASE OF TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

1988- 1991. Mayor Andrés Pastrana prioritized 
the construction of the Troncal Caracas after rul-
ing out the Intermetro SPA project. Although he 
enjoyed the support of President Virgilio Barco, 
he received attacks from different political sectors 
for not considering it a priority, which was costly 
and covered only 10% of trips from the city.

1988

1993 1993-1994. Bogotá, with 4.9 million inhabitants, 
under the administration of Jaime Castro, took to 
the Council, a Draft Agreement to create a Metro 
and build the first line, under the concession 
for 30 years. Lending disbursements led to the 
archiving of the project.

1996 During the Antanas Mockus government, the 
Master Plan for Urban Transport, a 25-year 
mobility policy, was formulated with the support 
of the Japan International Cooperation (JICA). 
The Master Plan drew up a transport network 
whose axis would be a Metro line of 40 km from 
north to south, with four feeding corridors. Also 
in contemplation was the reorganization of routes 
and public transport companies. However,the 
proposal was very expensive for the city

Under the presidency of Ernesto Samper, the 
conceptual design of the Integrated System of 
Mass Transportation by Ingetec - Bechtel - Systra 
was advanced. The study established a system 
composed of trunk routes (48.4 km) and three 
Metro lines (78.8 km). The First Line (29.3 km) 
would link the southwest with the northwest 
areas. The fiscal crisis and the severe internation-
al credit restrictions prevented the project from 
being promoted.

1997

1995 The initial cicloruta was implemented as a recre-
ational amenity during Mockus’s first adminis-
tration. Building on the popularity of ciclovia, he 
began institutionalizing bicycling into the city’s 
built environment. It was Penalosa’s government  
that cicloruta system became a key component of 
the new multimodal transportation system for the 

Fig. 1 Ciclo Ruta

Source:
Metro de Bogotá 
http://www.metrodebogota.gov.co/
historia

Source: Fig 1: Learning from bogotá, 
Pedagogical Urbanism and the Reshaping 
of Public Space, Rachel Berney 
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DEVELOPMENT OF TRANS MILENIO 

2000 - 2003. The government of Peñalosa begins 
the acquisition of properties for the subway, with 
the land for the first station,  projected in Bosa. 
In the meantime, the TransMilenio project starts 
with exclusive corridors and prepaid stations. 
On December 18, 2000,  Peñalosa inaugurated 
the first TransMilenio route that began operating 
with 14 buses along the Troncal de la Caracas, 
between 80th Street and 6th Street. 

2000

2003

2006

2003 - 2006. On December 27, 2003, the trunk 
road 13 and Avenida de Las Américas of Phase 
II of the TransMilenio system entered into             
operation. On July 1, 2005, the articulated buses 
began to roll down NQS Avenue from 92nd Street 
to the Autopista Sur and months later the stretch 
between the General Santander School and the 
Portal del Sur. On April 26, 2006, the backbone 
Avenida Suba was put into service.

With 6.7 million inhabitants, the city adopted 
the Master Mobility Plan (Decree 319/06), from 
which the District’s Mobility Secretariat advanced 
the design of the Integrated Public Transport  
System (SITP). An articulated network of modes 
of transport: subway, articulated buses, commut-
er trains, taxis, bicycles and walking trips. 

2008

2012 2012 - 2016. The TransMilenio Phase III began 
in June 2012 with the start-up of some stations 
on Calle 26. In 2013, four stations were put into 
service for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
municipality of Soacha. Phase III has 21.7 kms 
(26th Street with 13 stations, Carrera 10 with 9 
stations and 6th street with 2 stations) and 16.7 
kms of Pre-Troncal (Cra. 7).

2008 - 2010. The conceptual engineering study 
developed by Sener - TMB de Barcelona - Inge-
niería y Sistemas and Advance Logistic Group 
projected for Bogotá a Metro network of 100 
kilometers and 112 stations. The Primera Line 
deänida (27.5 km) had origin in the Portal of the 
Americas, with a route to the center of the city, to 
serve the eastern corridor.

Fig. 1 Trans Milenio Phases in the Historic Center

Source:
Metro de Bogotá 
http://www.metrodebogota.gov.co/
historia

 Source: Fig 1 : Learning from bogotá, 
Pedagogical Urbanism and the Reshaping 
of Public Space, Rachel Berney
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Fig. 2 Trans Milenio Phases in the Historic Center

Fig. 3 Cicloruta Routes in the Historic Center
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DEVELOPMENT OF METRO BOGOTÁ

2013-2015. The administration of Mayor Gustavo 
Petro advanced an advanced basic engineering 
study for a subway underground, with a route 
from the Portal de las Américas in Bosa to Calle 
127 with Carrera 9. The cost of this project was 
estimated at $ 13, 9 billion, but the devaluation  
and other considerations caused CONPES to       
arrange its cut up to Calle 100 with Carrera 11. 

2013

2015

2016

The fall in the price of oil, at a global level, causes 
a devaluation of the Colombian peso above 60%, 
leaving the Metro underground project unman-
ageable. At the end of 2015, during the electoral 
campaign, Enrique Peñalosa proposes to make a 
Metro in viaduct, to achieve greater benefits with 
the available budget and to reduce risks associat-
ed to the underground constructions, in Bogotá.

The national government and the new district 
government decided to jointly create the Project 
Management and to carry out an alternative com-
parison exercise commissioned by the internation-
al consulting firm Systra to identify the best com-
bination of investments in generating savings time 
for users, taking into account a.) The available 
budget ($ 13.8 billion). b.) Reality would change. 
c.) The costs and risks associated with the con-
struction in elevated typology and underground. 
d.) The need to generate an integrated system, with 
trunks that feed the meter and maximize the time 
savings for users. As a result of the study of alter-
natives, the First Line of the Metro of Bogotá will 
have a commercial length of 25.29 kilometers, will 
be 100 percent in viaduct and will be built in three 
stages. So that more citizens of Bogotá can use the 
metro, the first line will have three feeder trunks, 
giving the system the possibility of moving 990 
thousand passengers a day. It will start in the west 
of Bogotá, will cross Kennedy and will continue 
towards the east until the 1st Street with Av. Cara-
cas, where it will turn in a northerly direction until 
the 170th or more street. From this, the technical, 
financial and legal structuring is advanced for 
the first two stages of the First Line of the Bogotá 
Metro, up to Calle 72.

Source:
Metro de Bogotá 
http://www.metrodebogota.gov.co/
historia

METRO BOGOTÁ

Fig. 5 Metro Bogotá Phases in the Historic Center
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LA CALENDARIA

The district of La Candelaria, located in the eastern 
sector of the Historic Center, preserves the memory 
of the small town that was the beginning of the great 
metropolis. Its narrow and steep streets, its houses 
with roofs and colonial eaves were the cradle and room 
of the Creole and Spanish aristocracy. At present, 
museums with a rich artistic and cultural heritage are 
concentrated in this sector. Also interesting temples like 
the Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Carmen and the church 
of San Ignacio; cultural settings such as the Teatro Colón 
and the Camarín del Carmen; theater groups such as La 
Candelaria, Teatro Libre and Teatro Taller de Colombia. 
Cultural life is intense: its streets, squares and squares 
are the space in which multiple artistic expressions and 
popular tradition are developed.

There are universities such as the Externado de 
Colombia, La Salle, Gran Colombia, Autónoma, Libre 
y el Rosario; cultural entities such as the foundations 
Gilberto Alzate Avendaño and Rafael Pombo, the 
Corporación La Candelaria, the Casa de Poesía Silva, 
the Colombian Institute of Anthropology and History, 
among many others; art workshops, antique shops and 
religious articles stores abound. The institutional sector 
of the Historical Center, located in the lower part of the 
zone, is characterized by grouping the buildings that are 
the headquarters of the different organs of the national 
government and the Capital District: the Presidency and 
Congress of the Republic, the Supreme Court of Justice 
and the Mayor’s Office of Bogotá. The geographical 
center of these buildings, except for the Palace of Nariño 
or house of the presidents of Colombia, is the Plaza de 
Bolivar.

The sector includes religious buildings of great interest 
such as the Cathedral Primada de Colombia and the 
Chapel of the Sagrario located in the Plaza de Bolívar, 
the church of the Conception in the Street 10 with 
Carrera 9 and the church San Juan de Dios in the Street 
12 with Carrera 10. There are important museums such 
as the Casa Museo del 20 de Julio on the northeast side 
of the square, also known as the House of the Vase, 
and the museums of the 19th century, Popular Arts and 
Traditions, Casa Museo Francisco José de Caldas and 
Church Museum of Santa Clara, all located on Carrera 8 
between Streets 7 and 9.

Source: http://bogotaturismo.gov.co/centro-historico
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GENERAL INFORMATION

STREET ADDRESSES
Moving around in Bogotá is easy. The eastern hills of Monserrate and Guadalupe 
are the main point of reference: carreras (KR) run north and southbound parallel 
to them, and their number increase from east to west.
The calles (CL) are westbound and perpendicular to the hills and their numbers 
increase from south to north. The transversales (TR) follow the direction of 
carreras and the diagonales (DG) of the calles. 
The avenues are called (AK) when they correspond to a carrera and (AC) when 
they correspond to a calle. Avenues can also be distinguished by name, for 
example, Avenida Ciudad de Quito.

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCY CALL LINE
DISTRICT INFORMATION
SPEAKING CLOCK
GENERAL INFORMATION
FIRE DEPARTMENT
RED CROSS 

TOURIST INFORMATION POINTS

TRANSIT AND TRANSPORT

FEBRUARY

MARCH

•  BOGOTÁ FASHION WEEK
•  ANATO INTERNATIONAL TOURISM SHOWCASE

JANUARY •  THREE WISE MEN PARTY – EGIPTO NEIGHBORHOOD

•  ESTEREO PICNIC
•  IBERO-AMERICAN THEATER FESTIVAL *
   *Bi-annual festivals alternating each year

APRIL •  HOLY WEEK IN BOGOTÁ
•  INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR

JUNE •  ALIMENTEC - INTERNATIONAL FOOD FAIR
•  JAMMING FESTIVAL

MAY •  INTERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY BIENNIAL
•  EXPOMARKETING

EVENTS – FAIRS – FESTIVALS 
EXHIBITS 2017

Bogotá is host to several events, each year varying precise date; some are 
biannual. The most prominent are:

JULY

AUGUST

•  ROCK AL PARQUE – Music Festival
•  COLONY FAIR
•  HALF-MARATHON OF BOGOTÁ
•  INDIEBO – INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL

• BOGOTÁ’S SUMMER FESTIVAL
• SALSA AL PARQUE - – Music Festival
• ALIMENTARTE – Gastronomic Festival
• COLOMBIA AL PARQUE – Music Festival

SEPTEMBER •  HOME FAIR
•  JAZZ AL PARQUE – Music Festival
•  BOGOTÁ MUSIC MARKET
•  POPE FRANCIS’ VISIT 

NOVEMBER •  INTERNATIONAL CAR FAIR
•  ÓPERA AL PARQUE – Music Festival 

DECEMBER • EXPOARTESANIAS - Craft-Expo
• CHRISTMAS IN BOGOTÁ

OCTOBER •  ARTBO
•  BOGOTÁ FILM FESTIVAL
•  EL DORADO FESTIVAL
•  LEISURE AND FANTASY HALL SOFA
•  ONE YOUNG WORLD

www.bogotaturismo.gov.co

LIBRARIES

CONVENTION CENTERS

BOGOTÁ                             CAPITAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA
FOUNDED                           August 6th, 1538 by Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada
LANGUAGE                         Spanish
CURRENCY                        Colombian peso (COP)
ALTITUDE                            8661 ft. ASL (2.640 meters ASL)
MEAN TEMPERATURE        38ºF ( 14ºC )
POPULATION                     8,081 million - 2017

EL DORADO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
El Dorado (name that evokes the Indian legend of the golden man in Guatavita Lagoon) is the 
country’s most modern airport, it is the third of most air tra�c volume in Latin America (30 
million passengers a year), It is the first in cargo movement of the region with more than 
700.000 tons annually of load transported, it has 25 international airlines, six domestic and 24 
cargo. El Dorado has implemented the latest technology and guarantees processes to be more 
agile, precise, faster and makes the passage or the arrival in Bogotá a pleasant experience, just 
before visiting and enjoying an amazing city and country.
Additionally, there is Terminal 2 previously known as Puente Aéreo, for the operation of 
domestic flights. 
www.eldorado.aero

LAND TRANSPORTATION TERMINAL
www.terminaldetransporte.gov.co

The ground transportation that connects Bogotá to the di¬erent regions of the country is 
carried out through the transportation terminal.

SALITRE TERMINAL (All destinations)
Address: diagonal 23 No 69-60 Tel: 4233630.   This is divided into modules marked with 
colors according to destination and type of service, like this:

1

2

3

4

5

123
195
117
113
119
132

SOUTH

EAST - WEST 

NORTH

LONG DISTANCE TAXIS, ALL DESTINATIONS

PASSENGER ARRIVAL, PARCEL, TAXI

Yellow

Blue

Red

Green

Purpple

MODULE      COLOR            DESTINATION

NORTH TERMINAL (North of the country destinations)
Address: Calle 193 N° 19 -43. Contact number: 4233630
It has a small square where there are pay booths and the boarding lounge to get out of the 
city. There is no arrival area.
SOUTH TERMINAL (South of the country destinations)
Address: South highway Calle 57Q South No. 75 F-68 Tel: 4233630. It is divided into 
signalized floors, as follows:
BASEMENT:  Parking lot, Parking pay booth, Taxis.
1st FLOOR:  Passenger Arrival, Tourist information point.
MEZZANINE: Cargo hold.
2nd FLOOR: Booths, Passenger departure, departure lounge. 

WETLANDS

PARKS

TAXIS
Bogotá has a good taxi service, all yellow. They can be approached on the street, but for 
safety, it is recommended requesting it by telephone, especially at night. Request the number 
of the car sent and once the car arrives verify the information. Taxis must have on display a 
card with the identification of the driver and the vehicle, and the table of equivalent units 
marking the meter rates.
There are extra charges for any service after 8:00 p.m., Sundays, holidays and airport transfers. 
Several companies provide door-to-door service requested by telephone or through an 
application for mobile devices., Tappsi, Easy Taxi, TaxExpress and Taxis Libres or from the 
Special Land Transportation Association www.acoltes.org
    
BIKE WAYS 
On Sundays and holidays, from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., residents and visitors stroll and practice 
sports through the city's main streets. Cycling, skating, hiking, doing aerobics, and 
complementary activities, enjoying Bogotá's bike way. 
On the other hand, the city has more than 450 km of cycle paths located in main ways such
as Carrera 30, El Dorado Av. , Calle 80, Carrera 7 and Park Way, making Bogotá, the city with 
the longest route of Latinamerica.

‘PICO Y PLACA’ - CAR RESTRICTION
Private vehicles (yellow license plate) cannot circulate on odd or even days, depending on the 
last number of the license plate, odd or even, at the following times: from 6:00 a.m. to 8:30 
a.m. and from 3:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Therefore, all private vehicles 
can circulate between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. and after 7:30 pm. These hours may vary in 
some seasons. We suggest consulting accurate information in the media or the information 
contact number 195.  www.movilidadbogota.gov.co

 SANTA MARÍA DEL LAGO WETLAND
Located in Engativá, in an extension of 10.8 hectares. It has a variety of native fauna and flora, 
it's also one of the wetlands that has better water quality in the city. In addition, due to the 
constant maintenance in its terrestrial and aquatic strip it has excellent conditions, and it has a 
bird watching point and biodiversity
Address:Carrera 76 N° 75B- 02 and/or Carrera 73 a N° 77-01 / From Monday to Saturday from 
6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sundays and Holidays from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

CÓRDOBA WETLAND
Located in Suba in an area of 40.51 hectares, this wetland is among those with greater 
biological diversity. It is an excellent place to practice Eco-tourism. Address: 
Address:  Suba Av. No 116-70. Permanent access.

LA VACA WETLAND
Located in Kennedy. It has its own vegetation of wetland like reed, buchón cucharita, a kind of 
sponge-plant, and barbasco (canellaceae), among others. It has its own plant nursery of 
wetland species in active state, which is under the care of the District Secretariat of 
Environment and the support of the Seed Bank Foundation.
Address: Av. Carrera 72nd and calle 8B-Bis / From 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

F-4

E-5

L-1

DIVERCITY PARK
MUNDO AVENTURA PARK 
SALITRE MÁGICO PARK
MULTIPARQUE
FINKANA
JAIME DUQUE PARK
CHICAQUE ECO-PARK
ECO-PARQUE CHINGAZA

Calle 185 # 43-03. Shopping mall Santafé. Tel: 6015100
Carrera 710 # 1-14 South. Tel 4142700
Calle 63 # 48- 96 Tel:  6605000
North Highway # 224-60 Tel: 6760325/7470348
km 4 Briceño road, Zipaquira Tel: 3077002
Main North Road Km 34 Tocancipá way. Tel: 218559
Kilometer 8 La Mesa road. Tel. 3683114/368-3118
Located between Fómeque, Choachí, La Calera, Guasca, Junín,
Gachalá and Medina municipalities. Tel. 3532400 ext. 3011 / 3012

L-3
29H-5

THEME PARKS IN BOGOTÁ AND SURROUNDINGS
A-6

SIMÓN BOLÍVAR PARK
LOS NOVIOS PARK 
EL TUNAL PARK 
CAYETANO CAÑIZARES PARK 
OLAYA HERRERA NATIONAL PARK 
INDEPENDENCE PARK 
LOS NEVADOS VIEWPOINT PARK 
BAVARIA CENTRAL PARK
93 PARK
VIRREY PARK
ATAHUALPA ZONAL PUBLIC PARK 

LA FLORIDA PARK

JOSÉ CELESTINO MUTIS
BOTANIC GARDEN

68th Av. (Carrera), 53rd to 63rd Av.Tel: 6605400
Calle 63 #45-10 Tel: 2217479
Calle 48B South, Carrera 19 Tel: 6605400
Carrera 80 Nº 40 - 55 South Tel: 2992550
Carrera 7, Calles 36th to 39th Tel:3112953792
Calle 26, Carreras 5th to 7th Tel: 3105980927
Northeastern corner Calle 147 B carrera 87
Carrera 13 #28-17 Tel: 3507800
Calle 93, Carreras 11A a 13 Tel: 6170446
Calle 86, Carreras 7 to North Highway
Cra. 113 #23b - 35,  Tel: 4153891

3rd Km Engativa-Cota road Tel: 4336241

PARK DISTRICT

REGIONAL PARKS

BOTANIC GARDEN OF BOGOTÁ
Av. Calle 63 #68 - 95 Tel 4377060

H-7

H-7
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26K-7
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D-1
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N-7
L-1
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SEA MUSEUM
Calle 4 #22-61 Tel: 2427030 ext 3140-3142-1950. Located at Jorge Tadeo Lozano University, 
it illustrates subjects related to marine life featuring various marine ecosystems. It displays 
skeletons of some species, aquariums with live sea urchins, lobsters and crabs. (3)
NATIONAL POLICE HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Calle 9 # 9-27 Tel: 2430840-2335911-2818581.  It illustrates the historical evolution of the 
national police. It has information on codes, laws, uniforms, authority, badges, emblems and 
others. It occupies a beautiful building of marked French influence. (1) 
SANTA CLARA MUSEUM
Carrera 8 #8-91 Tel: 337 6762. It has one of the most harmonious architectural ensembles of 
the 17th century in the city with Mudéjar latticework, co¬ered ceilings and altars that preserve 
a large collection of paintings, carvings, and altarpieces from the 16th, 17th and 18th 
centuries. (1)
MILITARY MUSEUM  
Calle 10 # 4-92 Tel: 2813086 - 2812548.  It exhibits weapons, uniforms, documents and 
items showing the evolution of the Colombian military forces through rooms dedicated to 
the army, navy and air force. Models and especially the Vargas Marsh standout. (1)
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF COLOMBIA  
Carrera 7a #28-66 Tel: 3816470. It is the oldest museum in the country created in 1823. It 
occupies what once was a panopticon and it exhibits more than 20.000 pieces among works 
of art and representative objects of national history. (1)
CULTURAL MANZANA OF THE BANK OF THE REPUBLIC
(Botero Museum, Monstrance Hall, Art Collection and Numismatic Museum).
Cultural complex that exhibits works of art donated by the Colombian painter Fernando 
Botero, it includes 120 artworks of authorship and more than 60 pieces by world-renowned 
artists from the 19th and 20th centuries. One of its halls has an important sample of the 
national artistic religious patrimony. It exhibits valuable colonial monstrance excelling "The 
Lettuce" and the one from The Clarisses, as well as an important collection made up of works 
by the most outstanding Colombian and Latin American artists, which covers a period from 
the 16th century to modernity and a complete numismatic collection that shows the 
evolution of currency in Colombia. Founded by order of King Philip II and expanded in the 
mid-17th century. (2)
GLASS MUSEUM 
Carrera 1A # 6C-75 South Tel: 4646011- 3218801725. 
Museum that exhibits pieces with documentary record, related to the glass, its origin, history 
and influence in the present society, as well as artistic work made of this material. (1) (3)
LEATHERWORKING AND THE 1940s MUSEUM
Carrera 24B # 20 - 64 South O�ce 106.Tel: 366 1085
An exhibition on some tools used in leatherworking, and leather objects from the 1940s. 
Opened on Saturdays and the last Sunday of each month.
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
Av carrera 60 # 63 - 27 Tel: 742 8981
A space for pedagogical and recreational approach to science, technology, and culture. It 
develops subjects like the automobile, energy, television, computer science, optics and 
tra�c safety, among others.

Museums in Bogotá are mostly opened from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. every day, although some 
close on certain days:
(1) Closed on Mondays             (2) Closed on Tuesdays           (3)Closed on Sundays and holidays. 
                        (4) Closed on Weekends.                           (5) Opened every day.      

ANTONIO NARIÑO HOUSE MUSEUM
Calle 10 South # 39-29 Tel:2030131-2128670. Fax: 571 7137911
The Colonial Casona or house where Antonio Nariño, precursor of the independence, lived in 
1803 and 1804. Located in La Milagrosa Hacienda in Montes city park. (5)
MUSEUM OF INDEPENDENCE HOUSE OF THE FLOWER VASE
Carrera 7 # 11-28. Tel: 334 4150-336 0349. Houses the best collection of objects and 
documents from the independence, as well as transcriptions and “Llorente's flower vase” which 
originated the independence movement formalized on July 20th, 1810. (1)
QUINTA OF BOLÍVAR HOUSE MUSEUM
Calle 20 # 2-91. East. Tel: 2846819, 3366410, 3366419.  
Typical savannah country house from the early 19th century, a gift to Simón Bolívar in 1820 by 
the Colombian government. The Liberator lived there for several seasons between 1820 and 
1830. It preserves furniture, costumes, weapons, documents and other objects that belonged 
to him. (1)
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM (MUSA)
Carrera 6 #7-43 Tel: 2431690
Located in the House of the Marquis of Saint George, it’s an example of colonial residential
architecture from the late 17th century, it exhibits the most important collection of 
pre-Colombian ceramics. (1)
LEOPOLDO ROTHER MUSEUM OF ARCHITECTURE
Ciudad Universitaria. Cra 3o N° 45-03.  Building 314 O�ce 202.Tel: 3165000 ext. 12204.
Located at the National University, it shows topics related to architecture in Colombia and its
national and international developments. (3) Appointment only.
COLONIAL MUSEUM 
Carrera 6 #7-43 Tel: 2431690.  An early 17th century house, once home of the Academy of 
History and the National Library. First, headquarters of Javeriana University, and since then 
known as Cloister of classrooms. Museum of Colonial Art since 1942, it exhibits works by 
important painters of the 17th and 18th centuries such as Vasquez de Arce and Ceballos, Los 
Figueroa, Antonio Acero de la Cruz and Francisco de Sandoval. (1)
MINUTO DE DIOS MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
Carrera 74 #82ª-81 Tel: 2916520 Ext: 6160. It was opened in 1966 by Father Rafael García 
Herreros, it brings together nearly 800 contemporary artworks including paintings, drawings, 
sculptures, photographs and murals by Colombian, Latin American and European artists. It also 
has a library and a theater. (3)
BOGOTÁ MUSEUM OF MODERN ART-MAMBO
Calle 24 #6-00 Tel: 2860466
With 50 years of history, it has a complete collection of contemporary art, pieces by Colombian 
and Latin American artists. It organizes exhibitions on national and foreign artists. (1)
NATURAL SCIENCE MUSEUM
Carrera 2 #10-70 Tel: 3535360.  Located in La Salle University, it exhibits pieces of dissected 
animals and dioramas that illustrate the evolutionary process of the species. It has a collection 
of scientific interest on vegetables, birds, reptiles, insects and mammals. (4)
MUSEUM OF BOGOTÁ
House of Independence venue: Calle 10 # 3-61 
Sámano House venue: Cra 4 # 10-18  Tel: 352 18 65 / 352 18 64. 
Located in the Colonial Sámano house, where the viceroy Samano heard of the defeat of the 
royalist armies. Of great heritage and historical value, it was restored by the IDPC to host the 
Museum of Bogotá, reporting the urban and cultural history of the city. (1)
CHICÓ MUSEUM
Carrera 7 # 93-01 Tel: 6231066. After a complete renovation of its Museographic script and 
montage, it is the first museum of decorative arts in Bogotá, also called Mercedes Sierra de 
Pérez. The collection is grouped by themes or rooms and processing techniques. It preserves 
objects, works of art and antiques in a house of rural architecture from the 18th century, 
surrounded by a beautiful playground. (3) 
SOIL MUSEUM OF COLOMBIA
Carrera 30 # 48-51 Tel: 3694000, 3964100. Located at the Agustín Codazzi Geographic 
Institute, The Colombian Soils Museum is a place where, through a collection of monoliths (soil 
profiles), all the representative soils of the country are concentrated as well as the most 
outstanding characteristics of the environment in which they have evolved. (4)
REGIONAL COLOMBIAN COSTUMES MUSEUM
Calle 10 #6-20 Tel: 3410403.
Manuelita Saenz, tireless companion of Simón Bolívar, lived in this house. The museum 
discloses textiles and typical costumes from di¬erent regions of the country. (3)
GOLD MUSEUM
Carrera 6 #15-88 Tel: 3432222-3431424. The most important of its kind in the world, created in 
1939 to preserve and disclose topics related to anthropology, archaeology, pre-Colombian 
cultures and Colombian gold. Its collection includes about 34,000 pieces of gold and 20,000 
bone, stone, ceramic and textile objects from pre-Colombian cultures that inhabited the 
country. The Golden Hall displays more than 8,000 pieces of gold. (1)
EMERALD INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM
Calle 16 #6-66 Floor 23 Tel: 4827890-482964.  It exposes the process of the extraction of the 
emeralds and an extensive collection of exceptional pieces. (3)

MUSEUMS

OTHER TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

SHOPPING MALLS
Carrera 11 # 82-71
Calle 81 # 13- 05
232-35 North highway 
Carrera 52 # 125A- 59
Carrera 15 # 93-60
Carrera 27 # 38A-83 South
Calle 47B South # 248 - 33
Calle 82 # 11-75
Calle 53 # 25-21
Calle 72 # 10-34
Calle 26 # 62-49
Carrera 7 # 115-60
Suba Av. Calle 100
Avenida carrera 68 # 75A- 50
Carrera 13# 29-21
Transversal 71D # 6- 94 South
Avenida Calle 80 # 100-52
Carrera 68B # 24-39
Calle 185 # 45-03
15 Av. # 124-30
Carrera 111C # 86-05 Tel: 4348801
Carrera 15 # 78-33
Carrera 30 and Calle 19
Av. Calle 80 No. 80-94
Carrera 65 # 11- 50
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HISTORICAL CENTER - LA CANDELARIA
Identified as the historical center of the city, it preserves churches and ‘casonas’ or big colonial
houses, that reflect the architecture from the old Santa Fé where Spaniards, viceroys and 
ordinary citizens lived. Most of these buildings are now museums, restaurants, cultural and 
educational institutions and the national and district government. There are free professionally 
guided tours available to go around La Candelaria.
PRIMATIAL CATHEDRAL OF COLOMBIA 
Cra. 7 #10-80 Tel: 3411954, 3418838.  www.catedral.arquibogota.org.co 
Work of the Capuchin Architect Fray Domingo de Petres. The neoclassical main altar, the choir
of the canons and the 17th century stalls stand out. The Sagrario Chapel is on the south side of
the Cathedral.
CRAFTS OF COLOMBIA
Carrera 86 # 13A-10 Tel: 6917149 Ext. 203   www.artesaniasdecolombia.com.co 
From Monday to Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00pm Sundays: from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
GABRIEL GARCÍA MÁRQUEZ CULTURAL CENTER
Calle 11 #5-60. Tel: 2832200  www.fce.com.co
Built by Rogelio Salmona, it combines 102,257.14  ft2 (9,500 m2) of brick, concrete and outdoor 
spaces. It has a bookstore, a gallery and cultural and commercial o¬er.
MONSERRATE   
Carrera. 2 Este # 21 – 48. Tel: 7470189-2845700  www.cerromonserrate.com 
Located at the top of the hill, The Sanctuary of the Fallen Lord is of great religious and popular
value. It o¬ers a magnificent panoramic view of Bogotá and can be ascended by cable car or
funicular from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. or on foot from 6:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. except on Tuesdays. 
PLANETARIUM OF BOGOTÁ  
Calle 26 B # 5-93. Tel: 2814150 o 3795750.   www.planetariodebogota.gov.co
Center of science and culture with an emphasis on astronomy. It has a 25 meter in
diameter dome and projection equipment that reproduces the celestial phenomena. Activities,
conferences and workshops specialized in astronomy.
BOLÍVAR SQUARE
Between Calle 10th and 11th and Carreras 7th and 8th. In the middle stands the statue of Simón
Bolívar, work of Pietro Tenerani. Around him: To the west, the Liévano building, home of City 
Hall. To the north, the Palace of Justice; in the northeastern corner, the Flower Vase House; to 
the east, the Cathedral, The Sagrario Chapel and the Cardinal Palace. In the southeast corner,
San Bartolomé School and in the south side, the National Capitol.
SANTA MARÍA CULTURAL SQUARE
Carrera 6 # 26 – 50. 
This important cultural, recreational and sport scene was built in brick in the Mudéjar style.
MALOKA – Science and technology interactive center 
Carrera 68D # 24A-51 Tel. 4272707. www.maloka.org
Interactive Center with more than 200 exhibitions that invite you to play while learning about
subjects such as life, biodiversity, the city, the universe, technology and the human being. It has
a Cinema - Dome as a spherical screen with 8K resolution and a special sound system that 
make it one of the seven best worldwide for audiovisual showings in this kind of format. 
HACIENDA EL CEDRO CULTURAL CENTER
Av. Cra. 7 # 150-21.  Tel.6147555   www.centroculturalhaciendaelcedro.org
An important cultural scene that promotes the preservation and dissemination of the
architectural and historical heritage of the northeast side of capital through the Francisco de
Paula Santander House Museum, Nuestra Señora del Campo (Lady of the field) Doctrine 
Chapel, and other scenarios that date from the colonial period and proclaim an important 
testimony of the dawn of the city.
SAVANNAH TOURIST TRAIN - TURISTREN
www.turistren.com.co
Sabana Station                        Calle 13 # 18-24, tel. 316 1300 -375 0557
Usaquén Station   Av 9 # 110-08, tel. 316 1300
Reservation in advance.
ZIPAQUIRÁ SALT CATHEDRAL
Calle 3 # 8 -36  Cundinamarca. Contact numbers in Bogotá: 8529890 - 8513821  
www.catedraldesal.gov.co
Magnificent engineering work located 45 kilometers from Bogotá in the neighboring municipa-
lity of Zipaquirá. The new Salt Cathedral was inaugurated in 1995 in a salt mine in replacement 
of the built one in 1951. In the work of 27887 ft2 (8,500 m2) stand the way of the cross, the 
Dome, the choir, the carvings in rock salt, the clouds of The Birth and Life, the imposing 
columns of eight meters in diameter and the large cross of 16 meters.
NEMOCÓN – SALT MINE 
Calle 2 # 0-05 Contact numbers in Bogotá: 8544120-321-2044506.  www.minadesal.com
Tourist Complex - The Mine - Museum of Natural History - Nemocón, Salt Mine of more than
500 years of underground history. The purpose of Nemocón's Salt Mine is cultural, historical,
scientific, thematic, mining and touristic. 
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Calle 63 #68-45 Tel: 3102041131 

Cra 30 Dg and Calle 57 A Tel 2356577

Dg 61 C 26-35 Tel. 2497500

Calle 63 No 45-00 Tel 2210622-2210623

Calle 63 No. 59 A 06  Tel.  4377100
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ARCHIVE OF BOGOTÁ
NATION’S GENERAL ARCHIVE

VIRGILIO BARCO PUBLIC LIBRARY
TINTAL PUBLIC LIBRARY

TUNAL PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY
JULIO MARIO SANTO DOMINGO

CULTURAL CENTER AND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF COLOMBIA

LUIS ÁNGEL ARANGO LIBRARY
RAFAEL POMBO CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

CARLOS E. RESTREPO LIBRARY
PUBLIC SPORTS LIBRARY

SEDI NATIONAL NEWSPAPER AND
PERIODICALS LIBRARY

Calle 6 B # 5-75 Tel. 3813000
Carrera 6 # 6-91 Tel. 3282888
Av. Carrera 60 # 57-60 Tel. (571) 3158890
Ciudad de Cali Av. # 6C-09 Tel. 379 3550
Calle 48B South # 21-13 Tel. 379 0000
Av. Calle 170 # 67-51. Tel. 379 25 30
 
Calle 24 5-60 Tel. 381 6464
Calle 11 #4-1 4 Tel. 3431224 
Transversal 21 Bis # 59-41 Tel. 300 1251
Transversal 21A No.19-54 sur-379 0164
Campín Stadium - L.9 Tel 379 0150
El Dorado Av. # 44 A-40 Tel. 244 5730 
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF BOGOTÁ 
El Dorado Av. # 68D- 35 Tel. 3830300 o 5941000 ext. 1679/2223
ÁGORA BOGOTÁ
Carrera 37 No 24 - 67. Tel (+57 1) 381000
BELLAVISTA-COLSUBSIDIO CONVENTION CENTER
Highway No 245 – 91 west side. Tel. 6763710
CAFAM FLORESTA CONVENTION CENTER
Av. Cra. 68 # 90-88 0 Level Tel. 6468000 Ext. 2305-2309
SKANDIA - OLD MUTUAL CONVENTION CENTER
19th Av. # 109A-30. Tel. 6228728
TRAMONTI CONVENTION CENTER
Carrera 1 # 93-50 Tel. 2182400
COMPENSAR BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER
Carrera 68 # 49A-47. Tel. 307 70 01
LUIS ÁNGEL ARANGO LIBRARY’S CONVENTION AND EVENT CENTER
Calle 11 # 4-14. Tel. 3431224
VILLA SANTAMARIA DE USAQUÉN CONVENTION AND EVENT CENTER
CCarrera 6A # 118- 35, Usaquén Square Tel. 2133438
BOGOTÁ’S BUSINESS AND EXPOSITION
INTERNATIONAL CENTER – CORFERIAS
Carrera 37 No. 24- 67 Tel. 3810000
GONZALO JIMÉNEZ DE QUESADA CONVENTION CENTER
Calle 26 # 13A-10. Tel. 3422258
WORLD TRADE CENTER BOGOTÁ
Carrera 8a # 99-55. Tel. 6578757 ext: 80412

Information about events, congress and conventions:
BOGOTÁ CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
Cra. 15 No. 93A -84 Of. 309 Tel: 6103879/95 www.bogotacb.com
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MORE INFORMATION
Toll free number: 18000127400 / informacionturistica@idt.gov.co

PIT HISTORICAL CENTER
Carrera 8 # 9 - 83, corner

PIT QUIOSCO DE LA LUZ
Carrera 7, and Calle 26 – Independence Park

PIT INTERNATIONAL CENTER
Carrera 13 No. 26-62.

PIT CORFERIAS-Fairgrounds
Carrera 40 No.22c-67 Pavilion No. 4 First Floor.
Service only on fair days

PIT EL DORADO AIRPORT, INTERNATIONAL DOCK
Outbound passengers, o�ce SP7

PIT SALITRE TRANSPORT TERMINAL
Transversal 66 No 35-11 Module 5-O�ce 127

PIT SOUTH TRANSPORT TERMINAL
South Highway Calle 57Q South No. 75 F-68. O�ce-67

PPIT NORTH SIDE UNICENTRO
15TH AV. No. 123-30, outside area.

PIT MONSERRATE
Carrera 2 E No. 21-48 Bolívar Path, 
Top of the Hill, South side of the Sanctuary of The Fallen Christ of Monserrate. 
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Tourist Information

Parking lot

Restaurant

Art Gallery

Hand craft shop 

Post O�ce

Phone

Medical service

Toilet
Transmilenio Station

/ Jimenez

1. Bolivar Square
2. National Capitol
3. Primatial Cathedral
4. Sagrario Chapel
5. Archiepiscopal Palace
6. Regional Colombian
    Costumes Museum
7. Palace Of Justice
8. City Hall (Liévano Palace)
9. Museum Of Bogotá –
    House Of Viceroy Juan Sámano
10. Los Comuneros – The District  
     Department Of Culture, 
     Recreation And Sports O�ce
11. Archive Of Bogotá
12. Congress Library
13. Colombian Academy Of History
14. Police Museum
15. La Concepción Church
16. San Juan De Dios Church
17. Santa Clara Church Museum
18. Echeverri Palace
19. Patrimony Administration – 
      Ministery Of Culture
20. San Agustin Cloister – Museum
Portal National University
21. Astronomical Observatory
22. Alternate Precidency O�ces
23. Nation’s General Archive
24. San Agustín Church
25. Treasury Department
26. Francisco José De Caldas Museum
27. San Bartolomé School
28. Camilo Torres Square
29. Colonial Art Museum
30. San Francisco Church

31. San Carlos Palace
32. Colón Teather
33. Camarín Del Carmen Theater
34. Nuestra Señora Del Carmen Church
35. Numismatic Museum
36. Military Museum
37. Colombian Association Of Engineers
38. Botero Museum Square 
     Juan Valdez Cafe
39. Luis Angel Arango Library
40. Mosntrance Hall
41. La Candelaria Church
42. Old Minor Seminar
43. Chorro De Quevedo Square
44. La Bordadita Church
45. Rosario University
46. Rosario Square
47. Gold Museum
48. Bank Of The Republic
49. La Veracruz Church
50. La Tercera Church
51. San Ignasio Church
52. Independence Church – Flower
Vase House
53. House Museum Of The Marquis Of
Saint George
54. Ayacucho Square
55. Administrative O�ce Of Congress
56. Nariño Palace
57. Santander Park
58. Presidential Guard Battalion
59. Economy Friends Of The Country
Society
60. Batuta Foundation
61. Gabriel García Márquez Cultural Center
62.Library of Congress
Luis Carlos Galán Sarmiento.

HISTORICAL CENTER OF BOGOTÁ
NATIONAL MONUMENT - LA CANDELARIA

62

Source: http://bogotaturismo.gov.co/mapas-turisticos-
de-bogota



80 81PRCT PLAN
OVERVIEW
Urban Strategies Map

OVERVIEW

The Plan of Revitalization of the 
Traditional Center is, strictly speaking, 
a strategic urban plan that goes beyond 
the traditional “document-plan” to 
work from the approach of planning 
making and planning. It includes, but 
transcends, the updating and generation 
of new instruments for the protection 
of the valuable cultural heritage of the 
historic center and some peripheral 
sectors that constitute its area of   
immediate in fl uence, reaching a total 
surface of 470 hectares. The Urban 
Laboratory created for this purpose 
allows experimentation, from the 
perspective of the urban project, and 
generates, in this way,

The Plan advances actions of various 
scales in the restoration of monuments, 
the rehabilitation of architectural 
and urban structures, the recycling 
of buildings, the new architecture 
in consolidated sectors and the 
morphological recomposition (weaving 
again the fragmented urban structures).

At the base of their approach are two 
basic premises: the permanence of the 
traditional population and their cultural 
practices; and the improvement of the 
patrimonial housing of the sectors 
of lower income. Currently, the Plan, 
with the help of various entities of the 
Capital District and the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB), develops three 
types of heritage projects: main axes and 
nodes of the public space and heritage 
system, border projects and transversal 
projects .

 Source:
http://idpc.gov.co/publicaciones/producto/prct-
plan-de-revitalizacion-del-centro-tradicional-de-
bogota/

Source:
https://issuu.com/patrimoniobogota/
docs/prct_idpc

The general strategy for the          
revitalization of the traditional 
center has the following
territorial integral strategies:

E01_Local development

        Revitalization of Traditional 
        Cafes
        Strengthening of Cultural and 
        Social Economic Nodes

E02_Integral Habitat Recovery

        Rechabilitation of Buildings
        New Housing Projects with 
        complementary uses in first
        floors

E03_Renaturalization and 
Improvement of Environmental 
Conditions
         Renaturalization of the
         Structuring Axes of Public         
         Space
         Renaturalization of Urban   
         Nodes of Public Space
         Renaturalization of Apples
         Centers

E04_Spatial Integration and 
Sustainable Mobility

        Structuring Axes of Public Space
        Improvement and conservation
        of the Public Space
        Revitalization of Representative    
        Public Spaces

E05_Recovery and Protection of 
Cultural Heritage

        Recovery of monuments at the 
        Border
        Recovery of Monuments in 
        public space
        Recovery of assets of cultural
        importance

THE URBAN STRATEGIES 

Source: Gestión , Protección E Intervención De
Patrimonio Cultural En El Distrito Capital

0 100 300 500 Meters



82 83STRATEGIES
E01 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 
E02 INTEGRAL HABITAT RECOVERY
E03 RENATURALIZATION OF ENVIRONMENT 
E05 SPATIAL INTEGRATION AND MOBILITY

LOCAL AND ENDOGENOUS 
DEVELOPMENT 

INTEGRAL HABITAT RECOVERY

Line of Actions: 
1. Strengthening of human and social resources.
2. Territorial Economic Integration.
3. Sub Solidarity and Governance.
4. Cultural Development

Line of Actions: 
1. Policies and offer for housing improvement
2. Improvement of buildings in sectors of cultural interest
3. Rehabilitation
4. New housing

RE NATURALIZATION AND
IMPROVEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONDITIONS

SPATIAL INTEGRATION AND 
SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY

Line of Actions: 
1. Urban Renaturalization in the Public Space
2. Renaturalizacion to the Interior of Apple
3. Natural Landscape Connection with Built Landscape
4. Management and Use of Clean Technologies
5. Normativity and Regulation

Line of Actions: 
1. Public Space Maintenance
2. Regulation, Standards, Appropriation and Use of
    Public Space
3. New Infrastructure
4. Means of transportions and road directions

Source: Gestión , Protección E Intervención De 
Patrimonio Cultural En El Distrito Capital

Source: Gestión , Protección E Intervención De 
Patrimonio Cultural En El Distrito Capital
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RECOVERY AND CONSERVATION OF 
CULTURAL HERITAGE

Line of Actions: 
1. Update of cultural heritage information.
2. Recovery and maintenance of BIC.
3. Safeguarding and integrating intangible heritage.
4. Archaeological heritage.
5. Education, Promotion and Dissemination of 
    Cultural Heritage
6. Handling and protection instruments

PROJECTS
PROJECTS AT THE BORDER
CORRIDORS OF CONNECTIONS

1
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4

1

3

Border Condition

Hospital San Juan de Dios
InstitutoMaterno Infantil

2 Iglacio del Voto
Nacionale
Plaza la Santa
Maria

4 Karl Brunner de
las Universidades

Placa Bolivar

Primary Corridors of 
Connection

Secondary Corridors of
Connection

Structural Axis (check)
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CORRIDORS OF CONNECTIONS

PROJECTS AT THE BORDER

Source: Gestión , Protección E Intervención De 
Patrimonio Cultural En El Distrito Capital

Source: Elaborated from PRCT 
https://issuu.com/patrimoniobogota/docs/
prct_idpc

STRATEGIES
E05 CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Las Cruces
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Las Neves

Placa Bolivar
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STRUCTURAL PROJECTS

STRATEGIC NODES OF PUBLIC SPACES
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Renaturalization of Road Axes

Landscape Articulation Nodes

Hospital San Juan de Dios

Parque Tercer Milenio

Parque la Independencia
Parque Concordia y Pueblo Viejo

Greening of Piazas / Parks
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ZONES THAT QUALIFY FOR HOUSING

CONNECTION OF THE EASTERN

HILLS TO THE URBAN PLOT

Source: Elaborated from PRCT 
https://issuu.com/patrimoniobogota/docs/prct_idpc

Source: Elaborated from PRCT 
https://issuu.com/patrimoniobogota/docs/prct_idpc

PROJECTS
STRUCTURAL PROJECTS
STRATEGIC NODES OF PUBLIC SPACES
ZONES THAT QUALIFY FOR HOUSING
CONNECTINS FROM EASTERN HILLS



88 89SELECTED PROPOSALS
ONGOING PROJECTS

LOCATION OF PROJECTS

Primary Axes
Administrative boundary of the 
Traditional Historic Center

Calle 11Calle 10

1

3

Border Condition

2

Placa Bolivar
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0Av. 
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as

Calle 1              Av. Hortua

Av. Jimenez

Calle 19

Calle 26

Historic Center

Expanded Center

Distrito C- Voto Nacional

Ministerios

Plan Parcial San Bernardo

Estaciòn Sabana

Estaciòn Sabana

      Parque 
Tercer Milenio

Plaza de Paloquemo

1

2

3 4

Selected Projects

4 San Victorino Centro
Internacionale

5

Estación Central

Primera Línea Metro 
Bogotá

Plan Parcial Triangulo de 
Fenciia

Parque Bicentenario

5

Metro

6

7

8

9

10

11

6

7

8

9

10

11

Pedestrian Zone Carrera 
Septima

Centro de Memoria, Paz y 
Reconcialiación

Plaza San Victorino

Plaza España

URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT

Fig. 3. Visualization of San Bernando

Source: Fig 1, Fig 2, Fig 3
http://www.sdp.gov.co/portal/page/portal/PortalSDP/OrdenamientoTerritorial/ArchivoPlanesParciales/Plan_
Parcial_Renovacion_Urbana_San_Bernardo
http://www.eru.gov.co/proyectos/plan-parcial-renovaci%C3%B3n-urbana-san-bernardo

Fig. 1. Existing Urban Fabric Fig. 2 Proposed Urban Fabric 

SAN BERNANDO
YEAR: 2016
LOCATION: 3 Santa Fe
PROJECT TYPE: Urban renewal

0 100 300 500 Meters
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VOTO NACIONAL- BEFORE AND AFTER  

Fig. 2 Voto Nacional Before 

Fig. 1 2004 and 2014 before and after of
voto nacional 

Fig. 3- Proposal for the district

VOTO NACIONAL 
YEAR: 2016
LOCATION: 14 Los Mártires
PROJECT TYPE: Urban Treatment

Fig. 5- Second in Special Mention by 
Andrés Ortiz Samper

Fig. 4- Winning Team Proposal 

IDEAS COMPETITION

Source: mapas.bogotá.gov.co 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vH7EgK_5jP8

Winning Team: Architects César 
Saldarriaga , José Cárdenas and Zully 
López Rincón

The public competition was to generate 
ideas for the urban transformation of 
the neighborhood of Voto Nacional and 
La Estanzuela in Bogotá  (Colombia) in 
the framework of the remodeling of the  
notorious sector of 'The Bronx' 

Source: http://www.archdaily.co/co/802392/premian-propuestas-para-la-radical-transformacion-urbana-del-
sector-del-voto-nacional-y-la-estanzuela-en-bogota
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Fig. 1 View of the proposal in context

Fig. 2. Plan in context

Source: Fig 1, Fig 2, Fig 3:
http://juanpabloortiz.co/portfolio/text-last/

Fig. 3. Architectural 
visualisation of public court

ARCHITECTURAL PROJECT

MINISTERIOS
YEAR: 2016
LOCATION: Voto Nacional
PROJECT TYPE: Urban Renewal
ARCHITECT: Juan Pablo Ortiz Arquitectos 

Fig. 4. Urban Renewal concept in 
context

Fig. 5. Architectural concept
of circulation

Fig. 6 Elevation of proposal

Source: Fig4, Fig 5, Fig. 6 
http://juanpabloortiz.co/portfolio/text-last/
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SAN VICTORINO CENTRO INTERNACIONALE

Fig. 1 2004 and 2014 before and after 
of San Victorino 

Fig. 2. Existing Condition- Victoria 
Residential and Commercial Park

Fig. 3. Future Proposal 

Source: Fig1, Fig 2, Fig 3 - mapas.bogotá.gov.co
http://www.eru.gov.co/proyectos/san-victorino

SAN VICTORINO 
YEAR: 2016
LOCATION: 3 Santa Fe
PROJECT TYPE: Urban renewal

PLAZA SAN VICTORINO

Fig. 4 1998 and 2014 before and after 
image of Placa San Victorino 

Fig. 5. Wholesale vending market as 
seen in 1991 

Fig. 6  Current condition- public plaza 

Source Fig4, Fig 5, Fig 6: semana.com
mapas.bogotá.gov.co
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ESTACIÓN CENTRAL

PRIMERA LÍNEA METRO BOGOTÁ

Source:http://www.eru.gov.co/proyectos/plan-parcial-renovaci%C3%B3n-urbana-
estaci%C3%B3n-central

Metro de Bogotá, http://www.metrodebogota.gov.co/

SELECTED PROPOSALS
ESTACIÓN CENTRAL
METRO BOGOTÁ 
YEAR: 2016
PROJECT TYPE: Transportation Projects

PLAN PARCIAL TRIANGULO DE PHENCIIA

PEDESTRIAN ZONE CARRERA SEPTIMA

Source: http://www.eltiempo.com/archivo/documento/CMS-16572639
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/Peatonalizaci%C3%B3n_de_
Carrera_S%C3%A9ptima_cerca_Avenida_Jimenez.jpg

Year: 2016
Location: 3 Santa Fe
Project Type: Road Boundaries

SELECTED PROPOSALS
TRIANGULO DE PHENCIIA
CARRERA SEPTIMA
YEAR: 2016

Year: 2016
Phase 1 
Project Type: Metro Bogotá

Year: 2016
Project Type: Urban Renewal 

Year completed: 2015
Project Type: Road Infastructure
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Fig. 1 Plan of the proposed park 

Source Fig1, Fig 2,: http://www.elequipomazzanti.com/es/proyecto/bicentenario/ 
http://www.greenroofs.com/projects/parque_bicentenario/parque_bicentenario1.jpg

PARQUE BICENTENNARIA
YEAR: 2016
LOCATION: Calle 26, Bogotá 
ARCHITECT: El Equipo Mazzanti 

Fig. 3- The Center next to the historic 
central cemetry 

Fig. 4 Constructed Center 

Source: Fig 3, Fig 4: http://www.archdaily.com/590840/memory-peace-and-reconciliation-
center-juan-pablo-ortiz-arquitectos

CENTRO DE MEMORIA
PAZ Y RECONCIALIACIÓN

YEAR: 2013
LOCATION: Calle 26, Bogotá 
ARCHITECT: Juan Pablo Ortiz Arquitectos 

Fig 2. The park in context 
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GLOSSARY
Informal Toolbox
Reactivate Athens

Add Infrastructure
Adding infrastructure should be transformative, 
physically and socially. Accessibility solves 
many problems from lack of services to the 
introduction of mass transit and other agencies 
that network the slum into the city. Recognizing 
the links between the informal and the formal 
should generate a system that is mutually 
supportive. Upgraded transportation systems 
can sustain exchanges between different actors

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Back to the Future
The radical impulse to begin anew has inspired 
countless tabula rasa approaches to urban 
development. But the future city must be built 
on and with the old. Responsible design means 
recognizing and reinforcing the strengths of 
what already exists, rather than reflexively 
wiping the slate clean. Enduring features of the 
urban environment have a unique relationship 
to local history and context. Yet they embody 
more than faded legacies. With creative energy 
and intelligent approaches to refurbishment 
and adaptive reuse, architects and designers 
can unlock hidden potential and reinvigorate 
neglected buildings and structures.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

Capture Resources   
Architects must think about energy self-
sufficient solutions; they must design to respond 
positively to the natural environment and to 
become part of a larger ecosystem. In an area 
that faces frequent  floods, rain water collection 
and  filtering systems can be implemented in 
large and small scale applications to provide 
water supply and prevent soil erosion.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Capture Unused Spaces
Valuable public space lurks in passageways, 
rooftops, corners, alleyways and facades. The
architect must look carefully at every connection 
and passageway to discover new spatial 
possibilities. The task of imbuing these left-over 
spaces with activity, life and purpose usually 
requires a new stimulus - linking spaces, 
introducing amenities or simply rehabilitating 
surfaces. Parks can fill in former risk areas, 
preventing future building. By building parks 
the community can gain precious open space 
while simultaneously avoiding future calamity.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Consolidate Infrastructure
Infrastructure must multi-task.  The problems 
of creating new right-of- ways, construction and 
maintenance are interwoven. Infrastructure 
must be consolidated to effectively infiltrate the 
informal with capable, maintainable services. 
Road systems can channel and collect water. 
Easier to maintain than a buried pipe, the 
channel has a larger capacity and works as 
an urban feature. Services can share a central 
access point.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Public space is necessary to gather people, 
to consolidate individuals into a politic, and 
to provide relief from the anonymous and 
fragmented nature of the informal fabric. 
Participation of dwellers is critical in the 
creation of public spaces. Discussions between 
management boards and dwellers tend to 
achieve greater preservation of community 
assets.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Consolidate the Public

Demos and Design
People are the true building blocks of
the city. Faced with crisis conditions, 
architecture must shift from a preoccupation 
with form-driven design to purpose-oriented 
practice. By designing for people, architects 
can develop pragmatic solutions capable 
of boosting the well-being and livelihoods 
of a broader constituency beyond the basic 
function of an individual building or project. 
Social infrastructure can plug into physical 
infrastructure. Spatial and programmatic 
interventions can link and combine in virtuous 
cycles. Similarly, in an environment of 
drastically reduced public resources, architects 
and designers must develop the tools and 
processes to empower a street-level movement 
of DIY urbanists to generate small-scale, 
entrepreneurial projects. Projects that place 
their communities squarely at the center of 
future urban development. This requires a 
radically different way of thinking about design 
and responsibility for those whose lives are 
irrevocably impacted.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

Diagnose Morphology
Informal morphologies are complex but 
consistent. Overhangs, multiple levels and 
bridging are common morphological features, 
especially as density forces the
slum dweller to build upwards as well as 
outwards.  The buildings are normally 
constructed of reinforced masonry and block, 
allowing the opportunistic dweller to cantilever 
out into passageways. Slum morphology is an 
emergent phenomenon, a result of numerous 
individual decisions rather than top- down 
planning.  The informal fabric is opportunistic 
but not efficient. Gaps and cracks develop 
between structures. Depending on the size and 
morphology of the gap, communal uses can be 
programmed.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Knowledge must be open-source. Architecture, 
despite its reputation as being a product of the 
creative whim, is a collective and collaborative 
act. By sharing even the most innocuous of 
details, an opening is provided for critical insight 
and improvement of methodology. Platforms for 
sharing are numerous in the Web 2.0 world, but 
cheap printing technologies can spread the fruits 
of research and invite discussion beyond the 
space of the screen.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Distribute Freely 

Embrace Hybridity
Cities never stop evolving. Macro- and 
micro-level factors interact and feed back to 
perpetually reshape the physical environment 
and nature of social interactions. Architects 
and designers must respond to this fluidity by 
developing concepts and systems with a long life
and loose fit. By permitting structure, programs, 
and use to adapt and change, accommodating 
new and unforeseen activities. Hybridity at the 
building and neighborhood scale can generate 
multifunctional urban spaces capable
of fulfilling the needs of various users. And 
flexibility should extend temporally, through 
mixed-use programs that evolve over time. 
Accepting this ethos opens up possibilities for 
different modes of intervention in different 
conditions, from adaptive reuse to open 
building, transitional plug-in strategies to acts of 
pop-up urbanism that leave no permanent trace. 
A willingness to embrace hybridity not only 
embeds future users in the design process, but 
also responds to the varied availability of space 
in an already overbuilt urban fabric.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank
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Get Prototypical
Crisis conditions demand new models
for imagining, testing, financing, and 
implementing urban projects. A strategy focused 
on functional prototypes can produce rapid, 
creative, workable, and cost-effective designs for 
the real world. Architects and designers must 
move beyond conventional modes of practice
by employing micro-tactics, working with 
communities, and trialing specific solutions 
in order to arrive at more generally applicable 
proposals ready to deploy on a larger scale. 
Operating in an environment of scarce 
resources, prototypes can take advantage of 
simplified or modular forms of construction 
and assembly, retrofitting the existing city in 
a generative process of urbanism. Backed by 
appropriate guidelines and tool kits, these 
designs can create lasting value by embracing 
the flexibility that invites individual and 
collective adaptation. Rather than mimicking 
the hermetic development systems of industrial 
design, urban prototyping fosters a more open 
and collaborative culture of experimentation, 
which champions user involvement and resists 
any pretence of finality.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

The discourse around sustainable cities is 
overwhelmingly focused on building smarter 
and greener. But while important, sustainability 
does not begin and end with environmental 
concerns. Social and economic factors are 
equally critical in determining the long-term 
viability of prevailing urban models. Architects, 
designers, and policy-makers must understand 
and plan for an urban complexity that extends 
beyond the physical dimension. Cities are also 
vast and dynamic social networks embedded in 
space and time. Increasing social and cultural 
diversity is an unavoidable reality in major 
metropolises worldwide. An inclusive approach 
to all social groups, and the ability to coherently 
address divergent needs at multiple scales, is 
as much a  part of sustainable design strategies 
as LEED certification or cutting-edge green 
infrastructure. Similarly, projects and 

Going Beyond Green

programs developed around self-sustaining 
economic models can emerge as pockets 
of resilience in the face of broader urban 
upheavals.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

To change the fabric you have to break some 
rules; one such rule is
the efficiency of building along the grain. By 
going perpendicular to the dominant  flow of 
the fabric, new construction is forced to grapple 
with new difficulties; extreme differences 
in height, vertical circulation, and strange 
geometry.  The potential is to punctuate the 
fabric with exceptional conditions, to make new 
connections and to introduce new possibilities 
into a monolithic fabric. 

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Go Against the Grain

Go Vertical   
High density urbanism involves going vertical, 
building layer on top of layer to create higher 
concentrations of space and people for each 
lot. The challenge of building vertical while still 
producing rich space and accessibility, both 
physical and economic, is difficult but necessary 
to see the favela transformed. Cable cars are 
small on footprint but big on mobility like Urban 
Think Tank’s cable car system for Caracas, 
Venezuela

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

It’s common sense to go with the grain.  The 
fabric of the slum itself is a witness to this 
shared wisdom as thousands of individual 
builders have followed this logic through 
time to its logical end - a city that is based 
almost entirely on slope conditions. Individual 
buildings orient themselves along invisible 
contours and cluster into linear bands. Plasticity

Go With the Grain

is important when building on the hillside. Like 
the ad hoc construction of the favela, building 
practices must adapt to the undulating nature 
of the ground, cascading, double-backing, 
densifying and spreading apart.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Grow Local   
Urban agriculture can be dense
and social. Unlike the sprawling monocultural 
farms of agribusiness, urban farming is local, 
small scale and diverse. It can encourage 
sociability, provides mediating effects on 
pollution and runoff and can beautify otherwise 
neglected surfaces. Urban farming can be 
integrated into the hillside itself.  The stepping 
of the terrain, modulated by a series of building 
volumes, lends itself to planting. 

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Low Cost, High Impact
Ideas that take their cues from the adaptive 
capacity and creativity of people living with 
everyday scarcity. But for architects, scarcity 
should function as a design tool rather than 
a survival state. Low cost does not mean low 
quality. Operating in a resource-constrained 
environment calls for a complete openness 
toward materials and processes—an architecture 
without restraints, as opposed to an architecture 
of excess. The more pressing challenge in times 
of crisis is to pursue design solutions whose 
commitment to an equitable quality of life 
redefines urban possibilities and challenges 
broader failures of governance and resource 
distribution. And delivering a low-cost project 
is not simply a question of compromising on 
form or materiality. Savings can be achieved 
through novel financing mechanisms and 
implementation strategies.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

Make Centers        
Centers should be a place for everyone. Young, 
old, rich and poor, centers should speak to 
the common needs and collective pride of the 
community. Sport is a useful program for these 
functions, but it is not exclusive: performance 
spaces of all types, open space, parks and plazas 
can stimulate commerce, political and cultural 
expression and cultivate identity.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

The kit-of-parts is best when modular and 
flexible. It must not be easily removable, materials 
must be cheap and it must be capable of working 
on a small footprint. It must negotiate existing 
buildings and steep slopes - smaller modules will 
work better than larger ones. The limit condition 
of this is the default barrio masonry block: small, 
cheap, and easily assembled. 

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Make a kit of Parts       

Make Networks
Networks are crucial to overcome fragmentation. 
Networks, both physical and social, can 
reinforce positive aspects of the community, 
bring in much needed resources and magnify 
the voice of the barrio resident. Networks can be 
joined together into dense hubs. Flows
of people, electricity, water and political power 
are bound together in this proposal for an active 
social and infrastructural center. By connecting 
into existing infrastructure, it establishes a new 
focal point within a previously neglected zone. 

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank
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Participate
Flourishing city life requires a healthy interplay 
between top-down planning and the intimate 
knowledge of bottom- up urbanism. These two 
processes seldom meet without new forms of 
mediation and collaboration. Conventional urban 
design strategies have inadvertently fuelled 
structures of exclusion. People and communities 
must be brought back into the conversation. Only 
empowered citizens can assume a pivotal role 
in deliberations shaping the future of their city. 
Participatory platforms provide the mechanisms 
to transform residents from passive observers into 
active players. More crucially, participatory design
and governance processes can reinforce vital 
democratic values in a climate of disengagement 
and disillusion. Electoral politics divide more often 
than they unite. Building an inclusive city amid 
social polarization and chronic deadlock can be 
achieved through alternative methods of decision- 
and place-making. But rather than fantasizing 
about a frictionless smart city, architects, designers, 
and policy-makers must also learn to embrace 
productive forms of conflict and dissent.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

Pre-Fabricate     
From factory to favela, pre-fab can bring small 
scale development while dramatically raising 
building quality.  A typical favela home is built 
of crude masonry and rejects the realities of the 
site and materials.  It does little to modulate 
privacy, encourage ventilation, or provide for 
future additions. By building components in the 
factory, future upgrading can bring with
it a measurable increase in the performance of 
building.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Pretty Vacant
Vacancy is too often viewed as an ominous 
symbol of distress and decline. Abandoned 
buildings and rubble-strewn lots become 
physical stand-ins for convulsing economies 
and fragmented communities. But these urban 
voids also represent an opportunity to redefine 
conventional development trajectories. A 
climate of ongoing austerity compels architects, 
designers, and policy- makers to identify value 
in undervalued spaces; to unlock the utility in 
what already exists. Put simply, reactivation 
does not equal new development. If one 
rejects superficial narratives of decay, even 
dilapidated sites offer an opportunity to occupy 
the city differently. Vacant, underused, and 
unfinished structures can host new services and 
decentralized programs. A porous web of gaps 
in the urban fabric can allow the rethinking of 
dysfunctional patterns of circulation or deficient 
public space. In a dense and overbuilt urban 
environment, endemic vacancy opens up new 
possibilities for a productive reorganization of 
space, underpinned by counter-intuitive design 
processes of subtraction and adaptation.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

Plug into Infrastructure
Bootstrap onto existing infrastructure to 
reinforce and re-direct. By plugging into existing 
infrastructure, social functions, public facilities, 
new circulation and new forms of housing can 
be added improvements that go beyond simple 
traffic remediation.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Reverse Engineer 
Aggregation
Algorithms can be used to posit future growth 
as well as to understand current conditions. 
Complex events, such as the development of

weather systems or urban fabrics, are impossible 
to definitively know, but models can allow us to 
see possible scenarios and to test our underlying 
assumptions. Agent-based models are most 
helpful, simulating the diversity of actors 
implicit in ad hoc build-outs.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Prolonged economic turmoil has left a trail of 
social and physical wreckage worldwide. But 
in crisis there is opportunity to experiment 
and innovate, as established structures and 
approaches break down, opening space for 
new models to emerge. In economics, “shock 
therapy” is administered as a painful series 
of rapid reforms, responding decisively in the 
face of structural upheavals. Cities under stress 
are likewise forced into difficult trade- offs 
as a form of collective life support. An urban 
version of shock therapy can activate temporary 
constellations of actors to break free from 
destructive cycles and realize latent potential. 
Far from pursuing fragile stability at all costs, 
it is time to expand the concept of “future-
proofing” from natural to social and economic 
disasters. Disruptive change must mean the 
urgent mobilization of scarce resources to jump-
start the transition toward a more equitable and 
sustainable city.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

Shock Therapy

Formal devices can re-imagine the favela fabric. 
Rather than deriving patterns from the existing 
slum or otherwise extracting a working logic 
from pre- existing cities, a formal device can 
come from anywhere. It is crucial to follow 
through on the urban and spatial implications of 
applying an ‘alien’ logic to the favela, but such an 
exercise can produce new hybrids introducing 
difference and vigor into the mono-cultural 
organism of the informal.
*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank

Think Formally

Urban Acupuncture
Cities are organic, living systems. They exist 
in constant flux, not as a fixed state. Sweeping 
urban renewal schemes either simplify this 
complexity and capacity for self-organization, or 
persist in a futile attempt at top-down control. 
Large-scale planning in isolation inevitably fails 
to address localized challenges, or harness
the potential sidelined by exclusionary 
processes. Faced with urgent crisis conditions, 
architects, designers, and policy-makers cannot 
succumb to the lure of quixotic master plans. 
They must devise agile, targeted interventions to 
transform the wider urban environment.
A set of intelligent projects or tools can serve 
as a powerful catalyst for new models of 
development. Designed effectively and placed 
strategically, these projects will not only zero in 
on immediate needs, but also generate positive 
ripple effects that radiate outward. As additional 
funds become available over time, what seem 
like modest acupunctural actions can multiply 
and evolve to achieve a more resilient and robust 
collective impact.

*Source: Re-Activate Athens: 101 Ideas 
Urban-Think Tank

Visualize Social Factors      
Visualizing data makes it accessible. Anecdotal 
descriptions of the slum condition will not 
suffice - clearly the slum is a complex condition 
of overlapping needs, capacities and risks.  The 
favela fabric is unique in the degree to which this 
physical infrastructure is a built map of social 
relations.  The typical home in the favela is in 
a constant state of construction, expanding to 
accommodate distant relatives and friends that 
are drawn to the city. Families can span multiple 
buildings, but one may also find multiple 
families in a single dwelling.

*Source: Informal Toolbox, SlumLab 
Paraisópolis, Urban-Think Tank
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